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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: November 23, 2008 
Thanksgiving: The Key to God’s Favor

“Praise the Lord!  Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the name of the Lord! Blessed be the name of the Lord. From this time forth and forevermore! From the rising of the sun to its going down, the Lord’s name is to be praised. The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.” (Psalm 113:1-4). Only a few believers appreciate that the fastest way to receive favor from God is through thanksgiving to Him always. A good number trust more in the power of prayer and fasting as the key to God’s prompt response. I am not contesting their belief and I don’t have any problem with their trust. Indeed, prayer and fasting are an effective spiritual armor of defense and effective weapons of battle for believers, but giving thanksoffering regularly to God is like manicuring a poor agricultural land and applying high grade fertilizer. The growth will be spontaneous, the yield will be robust and the harvest will be plentiful. Thanks-offering is the surest way of securing an immediate attention of God and receiving from Him in great measure, particularly when the offering is coming from a pure mind and righteous work. “The sacrifice of the wicked is, however, an abomination, how much more when he brings it with a wicked mind.” (Prov. 21:27) 

Here are seven compelling reasons why God demands thanks-offering from you:

I. Test of obedience: It is a statute: “Three times in the year all your men shall appear before the Lord, the Lord God of Israel. For I will cast out the nations before you and enlarge your borders; neither will any man covet your land when you go up to appear before the Lord your God three times in the year.” (see Exodus 23:14-16). What the Lord is simply saying here is that if you appear with thanks-offering before me, the Lord, at the time of the Birth of Christ- Christmas, at the time of Easter – Christ’s Resurrection and at the time of harvest, I will defeat your enemies for you, enlarge your borders by enriching and exalting you, and your possessions shall be protected from robbers and trespassers. 

II. To know whether you fear God: The Holy Scriptures say that by their fruit we shall know them (Matt 7:20). Abel feared God and brought the best of His flock to honor God and he was blessed. Cain, on the other hand, despised God and brought a despicable offering that was rejected. Instead of blessing, he received a divine curse. “Make vows to the Lord your God, and pay them; Let all who are around Him bring presents to Him who ought to be feared.”(Psm 76:11). God demands presents from you, not a corrupt or polluted one, but one befitting is awesomeness and sovereignty for He is a dreadful God. (see Mal.1:11-14).
III. To acknowledge God as the only source of your life; your security, your health, your prosperity and deliverance. David, son of Jesse and the beloved of God says in Psalm 116 1-19: I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my supplications. Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live. The pains of death encompassed me, and the pangs of hell laid hold of me; I found trouble and sorrow. Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I implore You, deliver my soul...The Lord preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me. For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from falling… What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me?... I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord. Now in the presence of all His people…”
Humans are myopic in thought and are more often bankrupt in assessment of themselves more than often. We are inclined to believe that our existence and good health are simply products of good medical care, balanced diet and regular exercising. Have you ever paused to consider those with better disciplined lifestyles being diagnosed with terminal diseases and a number simply dropping dead because of heart failure? Our attainments and wealth are seen often as accruing from our might, profound intellectuality and sound business acumen, forgetting or ignoring the fact that the grace of God is the source of the empowerment. (see Deut. 8:17-18). Psalm 49:20 observed that: “A man who is in honor, yet does not understand, is like the beasts that perish.” God is the source of all you have and all you are. He requires you to acknowledge and proclaim this by your regular thanks-offering and He will continue to enrich you.

IV. By praises and thanksgiving, you are demonstrating your love and commitment to God and receiving divine favor and mercy towards forgiveness of your sins. ‘Seven times a day do I praise thee because of they righteous judgment”, says David in Psalm 119:164. Mary Magdalene was known as a prostitute and demon possessed woman; yet she received total forgiveness, cleansing and redemption because of her show of divine love to the Lord. “Wherefore, I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much, but to whom little is forgiven, the same loved little. And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.” says the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 7:47-48).

V.  God’s immediate attention can be drawn to your petition when your request is propelled to Him with thanks-offering. He is instantly provoked unto action and your demand is met.  “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” (Psalm 50:14-15).

VI. It provides a seal of permanence over that deliverance or blessing for which the offering is offered. “And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:17-19)

VII. We have been created specifically to glorify God and serve his pleasure. Every other aspect of our lives is secondary (see Isaiah 43:7 and Rev. 4:11). As you celebrate this year’s thanksgiving, remember that it is not a day’s affair, but a daily obligation. Herein lies the secret of receiving from God. 
Happy Thanksgiving!
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