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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: July 12, 2009 
The Silent Residents

As I was coming from Newark, NJ, along route 1 South, on an excruciating winter day, my attention was suddenly prompted towards my left side at Elizabeth. My emotion and spirituality were instantly aroused. There they were, all lying – the silent residents, small and great, young and old, rich and poor, noble and ignoble, male and female, valiant and coward, citizens and aliens – all lying under sunshine, rainfall, snow fall and blizzard condition…to rise no more. The running about is over, the slimming sessions, the jogging, the beautification process, the job appointments, dinner appointments…etc are all now over. 

Their mortal bodies are in their final resting place. The glamour, attractions, beauties, riches, joy, attainments, ranks and robes of the world are now worthless. The right of choice between love or hatred, compassion or bitterness, charity or selfishness, godliness and ungodliness, mercy or wickedness…etc is now forever lost. If there is anything happening anywhere under the sun, their portion is no more there. 

The night is in, the clock has stopped, and their works are forever stopped. They no longer can do any harm or good. It is too late. Their ranches, mansions, jaguars, diamonds, designer dresses, fame and honor, positions and wealth are now things of history – all their possessions are now other people's. This is the way of all the living, the way of truth, the end of every worldly ambition

The silent night must one day come, when it would no longer be possible to do any work and so says the Psalmist – “Lord make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am.”: Surely every man walketh in a vain show, surely, they are disquieted in vain: he heaped up riches and knoweth not who shall gather them.” Psm 39:4-6. Because the number of our days have been pre-determined by the creator but unrevealed to us. “Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.” (Job 14:5). The Bible advises that while you are still alive “Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave where thou goest.” Eccl. 9:10.

However, thanks to God who has given us victory over death through His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Because of the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, human beings can now live forever. Death is therefore, no more the end of man, but the commencement of a new endless living. But a new endless life where? The answer can only come from you and you only. It is a function of your choice between the glorious kingdom of Jesus Christ and the hellish kingdom of Satan.

What does Christ demand from you if you must be accepted into His Kingdom of light, peace and love? A Kingdom where you will live forever in joy, without sickness, without labor without sorrow, no adversity – living abundantly in comfort, glory and splendor of Heaven. Your dwelling shall be in mansions of precious stones such as gold, sapphire, sardonyx, topaz, emerald, glass, etc You will not need to work before you eat, or labor before you acquire your satisfaction and comfort. You will not need any aircraft, automobile, or technology of any kind before you move about. You will be living like angels among the angels. Jesus Christ is the King: His kingdom is that of peace, love and glory. Isaiah 55, Isa. 65:17-25, Matth. 22: 31-31 Heb.12:22-28, Rev. 21 & 22
To become a citizen of this amazing and everlasting kingdom of glory, splendor, and dazzling beauties, Christ wants you, while you are still in this world, to accept Him as your Lord and Savior and to live your life for Him. He wants you to love God with all your strength and might by worshipping Him in truth, spirit and holiness. You must find time to worship and serve God because that is the reason why He created you. He wants you to keep God’s Ten Commandments and live in love and peace with others. Deut. 10:12-22.
He wants you to love your neighbor as yourself, imbibing a sincere spirit of forgiveness, while divorcing yourself completely from the spirits of bitterness, hatred, pride, arrogance, strife, lying, and covetousness. 
However, if your choice is to spend your eternity with Satan in Hell fire burning with brimstone and sulfur, you may continue with a life of ungodliness, carefree life of bitterness, hatred, pride, arrogance, unforgiving spirit, fornication, adultery, idolatry, homosexuality, stealing, lying, exploitation, covetousness, hostility, murder…etc. A life that has no time for God, and sees Christ as an unacceptable source of disturbance and adversity. All that matters is the deceptive glamour of this world of vanity. 1 Cor. 6:9.
The choice is entirely yours! But remember that once you close your eyes, it becomes too late to reverse your choice.

“Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” (Matt. 13:40-43)

Happy Sabbath!
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