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“I am The Resurrection”
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25) The first man – Adam was of the earth, made of dust and became a living being through the breath of Life into him. The second Adam – Jesus Christ was spiritual, from heaven, a life-giving spirit (1 Corinth 15:45-49). He demonstrated His life-giving capability when He raised Jarius’ daughter and the widow’s only son in Nain (Luke 7). Lazarus was four days old in the tomb when Jesus called him back to life: this was the earth-shattering foudation of the church. Though this was a temporary resurrection, because Lazarus, still in earthly body, would die again, but the fact that someone who had died for four days was raised back to life gave hope to eyewitnesses that permanent resurrection was at least imaginable. By Christ’s resurrection, the sunset of man is turned into a new dawn of endless joy, peace and glory.
The Cross was the cruelest and most ruthless way of putting notorious criminals to long & painful death. Yet without any crime committed, the Lord of glory was made to experience this gruesome, physical agony and brutality that would inflame shivers in the imagination of even those that our valiantly of stone heart and flesh. Added to this, was His rejection by His people, His denial by His disciples, and worst of all, the outburst of agony – ‘Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachtani’ to an Heavenly Father who had turned His attention away from the height of man’s Cruelty at Calvary to execute His Justice over the sins of the world. Yet, amidst all these severe physical, emotional and spiritual trauma, His avalanche of mercy and love remained boundless and immesurable towards mankind. Indeed an awesome Lord of Glory. He has achieved His purpose. Jesus Christ primary purpose of coming to the world was to die for mankind’s sins. The empty tomb is the mystery of resurrection and His victory over death – the restoration of God’s original plan for man. Had He stayed in the tomb, everyone would have still remained responsible for his/her own sins. But Jesus conquered the grave, which means that those who believe in Him will also. Those who believe and do His will are saved from their death penalty and invited to spend eternity with God. That Jesus resurrected was a revolutionary, shocking, truth: The specter of death had lost its power. A man certifiably dead was now alive. And He promised life to everyone who believed in Him. Except for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Life is meaningless and living is a most miserable, unprofitable and hopeless venture.
“But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first fruits of them that slept.”(1 Cor.15:20)

The Resurrection validates everything we believe in. God gave us the Resurrection through Jesus Christ, our Lord for a reason. It is a covenant sealed in Heaven that our life on this fallen planet is but a tiny fraction of the life we were originally meant to live. While the rest of the world goes about living for the here and now, we live for eternity. While they make investments hoping for good dividends in a matter of years, we make investments hoping for good dividends in joy, peace, comfort and abundance in a matter of timeless ages. While they interpret their trials as things that will make or break the quality of their lives, we interpret our trials as events that are shaping us to understand God and inherit His riches. The resurrection makes all the difference in this world and beyond. Genesis is the account of God’s creation, but the Cross of Christ and the empty tomb are the account of re-creation. Resurrection is not an Eastertime phenomenom – a past miracle that gives us faint hope for the future. It validates our faith in the redemptive work of our High Priest, who has taken away our sins. It encourages us to submit to a lifestyle of trial, persecution and adversity in appreciation of that certainty, that such lifestyle and mindset of Christ make us part of the regenesis kingdom that does not fail or pass away and our lives are grounded in someone who reigns in eternal victory, peace, love and glory. 
This world is dying. Many of its citizens know that, others live under wild illusions. The existentialists of past ages, for all their hopelessness, at least got one thing right: if God isn’t real, life is pointless. You live and you die. And no one, in the long run, remembers you.That is the hopelessness that shapens a lot of societies today. Those who do not know Christ, invest their lives in pleasure, relationships, works, status, fame, possessions and a host of other things, none of which is enduring. When they die, they descend into an abyss of darkeness, carrying nothing with them. Like sheep, they are laid in the grave, maggots will feast on them, their beauty shall disappear and their glory consigned to the archives. They will leave all their possessions and all they have lived for, unto the societies, institutions and pets that would never remember them or see them again to say thank you. Their lives are a waste and their eternity, a regreattable lamentation and irreversible damnation. Psm 49. The current world is a cursed barren fig tree (  Mark 11:13-14 ) that is thirsty for the truth but not the strange Truth of the gospel that redemption comes only through tribulation.
Though our culture is obsessed with longevity, there is no pill or diet that can extend our days on earth beyond the number willed by God. But Christianity – a lifestyle of Jesus and a mindset of Christ provides a way to live forever in a perfect home with a flawless body. For those who have lived their lives in Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior, worshipping God and keeping His commands, when they die, the Bible says in Luke 16: 22-26, Luke 23: 42-43, 2 Corinth 12:3-4 that they will immediately be taken to a temporary  abode called Paradise – an abode of immense joy, peace, love, and life abundance. The book of Revelation 2:7 further re-emphasizes that those who overcome sins of fornication, adultery, homosexuality, idolatry, covetousness, lying, stealing, wickedness, false witnessing, murder and who accept Christ as their Lord and Savior shall be given to eat of the fruit of tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. Consequently, they will never experience any more, death, sorrow, illness, depression, tribulation or penury. These overcomers will finally be taken to the new earth – New Jerusalem of the living God, on the Day of Judgment. There, they will live among the angels, in mansions built with rare precious stones such as jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, topaz, jacinth etc. The roads of the city are of the finest pure gold. An abode of everlasting life, peace, joy, love and abundance, among the angels of God, under the Kingship of Jesus Christ – No more sun or moon. No more winter or summer. All days are like the spring eventide with blossoms, flowers and roses. No hunger or thirst. No cancer, no HIV/AIDS, no sickness of any kind. And because our celestial, immortal body shall carry the same physical feature and configuration, we shall be able to recognize ourselves, rejoice together, and marvel together at the amazing grandeur of the Reception into heaven –Banquent/Marriage of the Lamb. We shall still find our loved ones in our neighborhood.
However, for those who fail to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, those who have no time to worship God and keep His commandments, those who are fearful, unbelieving, abominable, whoremongers, sorcerers, idolater, adulterous, fornicators, thieves, liars, murderers, homosexuals and abusers; when they die, they shall first be taken immediately into a temporary/transit abode – the bottomless pit of total darkness and gloom. Isaiah 24:22, 2 Peter 2:4. Where they will be tormented day and night by special locusts with power and torment of scorpions, teeth of lions and tails with striking stings. Revelation 9. They will remain restless in anguish, pain and severe torment and gnashing of teeth day and night, until the Day of Judgment. On the Day of Judgment, they will be taken to their final eternal home – hell, a lake of fire burning with brimstone and sulfur. They will remain in everlasting pain, torment and severe anguish, gnashing of teeth and lamentation. Matt. 13: 40-42, Rev 14: 9-11, Rev 20:14-15. This is the true saying of God. 
Learn to live with the perspective of eternity. Be faithful in this world, and crave the day this temporal dwelling is shed for heavenly glory. That craving should shape everything that we do. Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, to all the people you can, in all the places you can, and as long as you can. “ I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” John 9:4. The church has many tasks but only one mission. The only Mission of the King of resurrection is that you  preach this good tidings to the desperate world that is blinded by Satan’s lie and deceptive vanities. Don’t stand idle, wake up and witness to the dying world that Christ is risen – making it impossible for man’s story to end up in chaos. The boat of the world is sinking fast into a turbulent Sea of ignorance, deception of civilization, and evaporating vanities and glamors of freedom. Let the world know that the cross is indeed a picture of violence yet the key to peace; a picture of excruciating pain, yet the key to healing; a picture of death; yet the key to eternal life in glory. May the king of resurrection count us among His chosen ones. Amen.
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