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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: April 19, 2009 
Tribulation or Rapture?
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day: For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.” (Matth.24:15-22)
“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, --- there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations. A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea nothing shall escape them…The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:” (Joel 2:1-10)  “The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. As a man did flee from a lion and a bear met him; or went into the house and ----- a serpent bit him. ( Amos 5: 18-20)
The end time signs are dreadfully frightening prophetically and irreversibly imminent in fulfillment. If you are not raptured with the body of Christ, then you are in a very serious trouble, catastrophic, and gruesome pain of dimensions yet unknown in the history of mankind. Jesus’ word in Luke 17 and 21, Mark 13 and Matthew 24 leave no doubt that we are currently at the threshold of cataclysmic change. The prophesied signs of the end are emerging with spiritual precision; the advent of false prophets, seducing spirits, apostasies, widespread religious deception, global upheavals, rise in frequency and magnitude of earthquakes, devastating plagues, terminal diseases, famines and strange phenomena in the heavens along with changing weather patterns on earth. The signs are unfolding with such a rapid intensity testifying that we are at the very edge of the end of church/Grace age. This age is witnessing an explosion in number  of churches, most of which are headed by unbiblical and uncalled pastors and filled with teachers of heresies, preaching gospel of abundance, anointing, miracles and justifying homosexuality.

Rapture: The good news: “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”, says the Lord. (Rev. 3:10) The good news is the assurance that all believers would have been raptured before the torrential downpour of the wrath of God upon the world. Rapture is not the second coming of Jesus. It is rather a sudden mysterious spiritual process when those who were already in Paradise. (those who had died in Christ and are now resident alive in the glories of Paradise) are gathered around Christ the Lord in the sky and those believers who are still alive in the world are suddenly (within the twinkling of an eye) transfigurated from the flesh into the heavenly bodies and are caught up in the clouds with Christ and the Saints – a greatly amazing and most dazzling reunion with the Lord – a glorious initial one thousand years (representing a day of Sabbath with the Lord) amongst innumerable company of angels and the Lord in the fourth heaven – a place far more glorious than paradise. Heb 12:22-27, 1 Tess. 4:16-17. 
The big question, however, will you be among those that will experience the rapture? Because not all those who are serving Christ, evangelizing and prophesying in the name of Christ will enter the kingdom of glory except those who worship God in truth and keep the commandments of the Most High.  “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.” (Matth. 7:21-23) As for the day of Rapture; “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left” Matthew 24:40-41. If you must be raptured, accept Christ into your life today, worship God in truth and spirit and keep His commands. “Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners shall inherit the Kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 6:9-10)  Are you still in doubt that the end time is at the door? With the collapse of the world ecosystem prophesied by Isaiah 24, necessitating the un-stimulating Economic Stimulus packages being effected by USA, UK, China, Japan and others, to rescue the people from hunger, homelessness, sickness and depression!!! Be prepared, this is the terminal generation. It is imminent.
The bad and most unfortunate news is that all those who are not Raptured will experience the long period of tribulation – the downpour upon the earth, from the seven trumpets, of the wrath of God: the first: hail and fire mingled with blood destroying a third of all trees and all grassland, the second: one third of the sea turned into blood destroying a third of all creatures and ships in the sea, the third: a great star called Wormwood falling upon a third of all rivers and fountains, turning the water to wormwood killing a number of people,  fourth: a third part of the sun and moon smitten and darkened; fifth: the release of battalions of locusts with the power and torment of scorpion to torment people day and night for five months; sixth: the release of four angels of destruction to slaughter a third of all humans with fire, brimstone and smoke;  and thereafter, a period of severe draught, famine, plagues, lamentation and gnashing of teeth upon the kingdom of the world. Rev 8
After the rapture the entire world will become a single kingdom under a ruthless anti-Christ who would subject godly people to gruesome torment and annihilation. As those raptured continue to enjoy the bliss of the beauties and glories of the fourth heaven, the utterly emptied, and languishing world  would continue to head towards yet another  era of woeful  tribulation preceding the War of Armageddon, and the second coming of Jesus to save the remnants of God’s people,-only 144,000. Then the final judgment. The saved ones taken into the new  kingdom of ever lasting life in joy, love, peace, and glory while Satan, death, the unbelievers, the sinful and all things that are evil are consigned forever into the lake burning with fire, sulphur, and brimstone: lake of eternal unrest and regret.
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