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The Prayer that Availeth Much 
The Holy Bible is the only living book in the world, the only book on any shelve and the only book in any library. It provides the personality of God, his mindset, His ways, his commandments and his judgment. The Bible is a complete Library composed of 66 Books, written by 44 different authors from diverse backgrounds; including, Kings, Prophets, Shepherds, farmers, fishermen, warriors, physicians and poets over a period of 1,600 years. It is the most ancient book, beginning with the first five chapters written by Moses 3,700 years ago, the most unified, the most intriguing and the only authentic roadmap to walk with God. The original languages were Aramaic, Greek, and Hebrew. <p>
Though most of the forty-four writers of the Bible were not really well-educated, yet the wisest men of every age have acknowledged the Bible as the world’s greatest literary masterpiece surviving every opposition, hatred, bitterness, rejection and burning and out-living dictators, Kings, Emperors and Rulers who had sought to silence its message of Salvation through the blood of the Man of Nazareth. Those who sincerely love the Bible will always find in it true companionship, sincere friendship, righteous counseling, sympathetic comfort, and accurate navigation. It is the answer book to all of life’s problems. The forty-four writers were simply trumpets of divine message from the Holy Spirit.
Its teachings are not only persuasive; they are instructive for a peaceful and most fulfilling life in this world, and assurance of dinner with the Saints and angels at the Banquet of the Lamb in Heaven.  If only we can listen and totally comply without any excuse, deviation or variance – His faithfulness is without any repentance. Nothing good will elude obedience and nothing bad will elude rebellion. <p>
          He says “Ask and it shall be given you; Seek and ye shall find; Knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For everyone that asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh, findeth, and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened” Matthew 7:7-8. Yet many have been asking without receiving, many are knocking, yet the door remains unopened, while many seek without finding. Why? <p>
Look around your immediate environment and you will discover that God is neither on a Sabbatical, nor asleep. The prayer that God delights in listening to,  has seven characteristics. <p>
<b>Acknowledging the Majesty and Fearsomeness of God: </b> The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psm. 111:10) God Almighty is a fearsome God, worshipped by billions of angels on bended knees and with foreheads bowed down – touching the ground – saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts: The whole earth is full of His glory.” (Isaiah 6:1-4, Rev 5:8-11) “I am a great King and my name is dreadful among the heathen” (Mal. 1:14c) says the Lord. He is Creator of all, God of all and Righteous-Supreme Judge of all. He demands that we talk to Him not standing or sitting, but on bended knees. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is none else. I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return. That unto me, every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear…” Isaiah 45:23. <p>
<b>God is absolutely holy! </b> He dwells and operates in holiness that is totally saturated and consumed by unapproachable light. Before you come before Him, you must be pure in heart and holy in your body & utterances. You cannot come before the Lord in prayer with a heart of malice, bitterness or hatred or with a body defiled or unclean through copulation, drunkenness, or contact with a corpse. You must first purge your heart and sanctify yourself before coming into the presence of the Lord. (Leviticus 15, Matthew 5:23-24) “But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation, because it is written, ‘Be Ye Holy, for I am Holy’.1Peter 1:15-16. <p>
<b>Going to God on the platform of self-righteousness and Pride: </b>  In Luke 18:9-14, “9Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, (Pharisees are those who believe that the whole scripture was God’s Word and all of it need to be obeyed. They believed in death, resurrection and life after. They also believed in the Messiah. Unlike the Sadducees who only accepted the Pentateuch as divine BUT the rest of the Bible, including the resurrection and life-after as merely man’s teachings) and the other, a tax collector (Tax collectors were regarded as crooks, exploiters and sinners). 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ (Insert: The Pharisee believed that his performance, devotion, proper values and denunciation of immorality made him superior and closer to God). This over-confidence underscored the way a number of Christians talk to God, and look down on others thereby making their prayers detestable to God. We believe that by avoiding the sins of the flesh such as adultery, stealing, idolatry and being devoted in keeping the commands make us more acceptable to God than others. The sins of the flesh are indeed bad, but the sins of the Spirit such as looking down on others, hatred, bitterness, pride, malice, unforgiving spirit, judging others, and self-righteous indignation are worse – tearing us away from the mercy and grace of God and making our prayer and irritating noise unto Him. …13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ The tax collector, a non-religious person took a very different approach to prayer, He came to the Temple seeking nothing but God’s grace and mercy in transparent humility and anguish of spirit for his imperfection. The Pharisee’s confidence was in himself, the Tax Collector’s confidence was in the grace, compassion and forgiveness of God. The verdict of the righteous Judge was clear in verse 14 of Luke 18: “14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Do not see yourself as more righteous than others - it is sinful. <p>
<b>Commanding God: </b>  Some of us in prayer command God as if God is obligated to us! We see our religiosity and devotion as doing a favor to God, thereby, calling for His immediate reciprocity. We cite the way He responded to Moses, Joshua, Elijah, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Hannah…etc. But the personalities are not the same, the situations are different and the relationships are incomparable. God is not obligated to us – we should always take refuge under His grace to beg for mercy. (Job 39:38-49) <p>
<b>Vain Repetition and Lousiness: </b>  “7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8Therefore do not be like them.” (Matt. 7:7-8) I have also discovered that shouting lousily and demonstrating intellectuality over the Knowledge of the word of God impresses the world but disconnects us from the Throne of answered prayer. Be sober and solemn and let your prayer flow from the deepest passion of spirituality. <p>
<b>Remembering others in your prayer: </b>  A prayer that rains fire, brimstone and death-sentence on enemies is repugnant to God. On the other hand, a prayer that remembers others for God’s mercy is the delight of Christ. Matt. 5:43-47. Always remember to pray for others even before yourself. <p>
<b>Persistence: </b>  Be persistent in prayer and backed it up with alms and love. All that you now need to do is wait for Him. It’s true that waiting is never easy, especially since God’s plan is unknown and can never be second guessed. Waiting for Him is much better than being outside His will. Merely seeking His quick stamp of approval on what we want, when we want it never pays off – even if it temporarily satisfies. Also, comparing yourself with others or racing competitively with others outside the timetable of God may end up in regret. Remember that an enduring blessing, though delayed, in joy, peace, and godliness is more rewarding than a hasty glory in turbulence and short life. <p>
              Today, surrender all to Him and let Him do whatever He chooses to do with your life. He is faithful and just. At the end you will be happy that you do.
Celestial Church of Christ - Voice Of Grace Parish. Tel: 609-771-9227. Website: http:// www.celestialchurch-vog.com

