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Patience in Faith

“He would have fed them also with the finest of wheat; and with honey from the rock I would have satisfied you.” (Psalm 81:16) To derive a harvest of the finest wheat, calls for the right farmland, well ploughed, harrowed, and ridged  with generous application of fertilizer and extra labor to nurture and tender the plant from the time of sowing to maturity. It calls for extra devotion to keep off insects and weeds, and God’s favorable climate. Similarly, reaching for honey in the rock – a rare and very extraordinary honey, will not only require special tools, but also determined effort, real sweat and enduring patience. The fruit of patience in faith is always robust, glorious and extraordinary.
Such fruits derived from waiting patiently in faith remind us of Isaac, born after Abraham had waited on the Lord for 25 years (see Genesis 21) also Jacob, delivered by Rebecca, after Isaac had waited for 20 years (Genesis 25) and Joseph, a child of Rachael and Jacob’s old age, received after over 20 years of waiting. These are the foundation stories of God’s everlasting covenant to all mankind. He remembers His covenant forever, the word which He commanded for a thousand generations. The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac, and confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting Covenant.” (Psalm 105:8-10)

To Receive from God demands uncompromising commitment to Him, total trust in Him and unwavering faith in the faithfulness of His word. Because the inheritance from Him is always enduring – a permanent one (Psalm 37:18) it often entails moving through a tumultuous path between Gethsemane and Calvary, a seemingly endless journey in humiliation, sorrow, dejection and total hopelessness; but God is ever faithful, His promise will never fail. “For heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass away.” (Matthew 24:35) He has never failed those who wait on Him.
The wife of Manoah from Zora, Hannah in Shiloh, and Elizabeth, were all known to be between 25-40years of barrenness, yet resting and trusting patiently on the Lord in faithfulness and righteousness. Through them, God provided Israel with a deliverer, great prophet/King maker, and forerunner for the Lord Jesus Christ.

When God promises and keeps you in His waiting room, He is busy in the operation room refining your gold and signing your name into the Book of Life with the blood of the Lamb. You can never be forgotten – just keep on praying, worshipping and living in His righteousness. Even when the waiting seems irritatingly endless – just keep waiting! When the room becomes either too hot or too cold, dark and frightening – His eyes are with you – keep waiting! He is a faithful Father, He will establish your joy. Psa. 37:4-5.
The Patriarch – Joseph, son of Jacob, received a promise from the Most High, when Jacob and his children were all still alien residents in Hebron in the land of Canaan. Could an alien resident ever become Prime-Minister? Have you ever heard of any King having an executive vice or a vice-president with an equal executive power to that of the president? Yet this was the covenant of the Most High God  to the poor villager/teenager, Joseph! “With men, this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matth 19:26.
 Because He is Almighty God who’s dominion is Supreme and unequalled, infinite over the Heavens, the firmament, the entire Universe, and the seas and all things therein, visible and invisible, living and inanimate. 
By His awesome power, He dried the sea, made a barren woman of 90 years old to become a mother, lifted some from the garbage into presidency, released others from the prison to rule mighty nations, and made beggars to inherit the thrones of glory. Intense lightning and thunder show His aggravation. He made the strong hurricane His messenger of warning, the devastating earthquake, the carrier of His cautionary notice, and the tsunami, the voice of His anger. He is the everlasting God,  Creator of the ends of the earth, who is seated above the circle of the earth and all the heavenly hosts, the principalities, the dominions, all powers, thrones and authorities are subject to Him, worshipping Him and rejoicing in His amazing and indescribable grandeur, Almighty Power, glory and majesty. Focus on Him and not your problems and all your problems will melt away no matter how difficult. “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for me? (Jer. 32:27)

While waiting, the elevator in Joseph’s waiting room, took him through the violent town of Shechem, transiting through the hands of the ruthless gang of blood in Dothan, into a pit of hunger and desolation in the wilderness. He was besieged by devilish spirits of hatred and bitterness from his brothers, but the invisible protective Hand of Christ was never absent. Joseph was transited from the pit of despair and anguish in slavery into the house of Potiphar in Egypt, where he was offered a forbidden sweet apple of fornication by Potiphar’s wife. “And it came to pass after all these things that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph, and she said lie with me…and Joseph said…how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” Joseph chose the fear of God and yet found his waiting room now turned into prison/dungeon where He would have been hanged on Pharaoh’s birthday for treasonable offense that he had  not committed. But then God is faithful in providing Pharaoh’s chief Baker in Substitution for the hanging. (Prov. 21:18, Isaiah 43:3) “For the wicked shall be the ransom for the righteous.” 
Joseph’s waiting for thirteen years was very bumpy, but God's promise remained his anchor. From the valley of sorrow and death, the faithfulness of God  brought Joseph unto the throne of Prime minister of Egypt. Listen to Pharaoh: “You shall be over my house and all my people shall be ruled according to your word, only in regard to the throne shall I be greater than you…See, I have set you over the entire land of Egypt…and without your consent, no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” (See Genesis 41:39-45) God has not changed, but you have changed. Return unto the Lord in faithfulness, righteousness, patience and humility; and you will behold His glory.
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