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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: June 14, 2009 
Obedience: The key to your Financial Breakthrough

Sooner or Later every life that has come into being, whether it is a very long life or a short one, will end. Dying is a very natural part of living. It is not an ending but a beginning. A beginning of the real life: a real life originally meant for man by God, life of immortality, peace, love, beauties, joy, abundance of everything of comfort. Indeed, an indescribable amazing life in the beauties and glories of heaven. Do you want to build your treasures in this temporal world or in heavens where thieves can not penetrate?

Man was originally created by God in His image and likeness. Man was created free of sin with a rational nature, intelligence, volition, self-determination, with a moral and spiritual responsibility to God. (Gen 2:7, 15-25) God’s intention for creating man was that man should glorify Him, worship Him, enjoy God’s fellowship, live his life in the will of God, and by this, accomplish God’s purpose for man in the world. (Isa. 43:7, Col. 1:16, Rev. 4:11)

By Adam’s sin of disobedience to the revealed will and word of God, man lost his innocence, incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical death; became subject to the wrath of God; and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace. With no recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost. Man’s salvation is thereby wholly of God’s grace through the redemptive work of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ.

(Gen 2.16, 17; 3:1-19, John 3:36, Romans 3:23, 6:23 1 Cor. 2:14, Eph 2:1-3)

Obedience is apparently the key to the heart of God. To disobey the Most High is to strike at the root of His wrath and devastating penalty. He demands total obedience.

A number of believers who believe in following Christ half way and following their own judgment, the other half have continued to exchange their rivers of water for desert and their well-watered vineyard for wilderness of thorns and thistles.

Know this, the Sovereign God of the universe will never take the image of man or compromise His word. He is Almighty God. His stand on tithing and giving are stated in very clear terms.

In Leviticus 27:30 He says “And all the tithe of this land, whether of the seed of the land, or the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord. If a man wants to redeem any of his tithes, he shall add 20% to it. “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed me! But you say, In what way have we robbed God? In tithes and offerings.” (Malachi 3:8) The Lord is very clear – it is a commandment that you must pay 10% of your earnings to God. It belongs to Him. Not 9¾%. To pay less than 10% is partial obedience which is total disobedience before God. When you defer the payment beyond the due date, you are required to add 20% interest, otherwise you have robbed God. If you rob another human being, you would be sentenced to a sabbatical in jail. When you rob God, your blessings are withheld, your promotion is forfeited, your business is stalled and devourers are released to create stream of financial outflows and expenses that could destroy your financial equilibrium. When we allow fear to over-ride our faith, pulling a fast one on God, we are in fact mortgaging our best and destroying our divine treasury. God cannot be mocked. There is no provision for excuses in His commands. When we obey 100% the reward could be amazingly great, the blessing could be overwhelming, and the peace and protection re-assuring. But if we decide to cheat God by not paying our tithes honestly, He himself will force us to pay it with interest, and penalties through traffic violation tickets, accidents, auto and home repairs, higher mortgage interest rates, de-possession by robbers, or exploiters, medical bills, un-necessary  litigation bills, unnecessary spending on children or even sudden financial misfortune. You cannot outplay God. He will not only take the tenth, He will also collect interest and penalties without blessing your disobedience. Therefore give unto Caesar what is Caesar and unto God what is God.

The key to your financial breakthrough is not in fasting and endless praying, but rather imbibing the spirit of giving. If you do not sow, you will never harvest and if you do not give, you will never be given. Exodus 34:23 commands, Three times in the year, thou shall appear before the Lord, the Lord God of Israel. None should ever appear empty handed. For I will cast out the nation (your enemies) before you and enlarge your borders; neither will any man covet your land or property when you go to appear before the Lord your God three times a year. Are you experiencing the faithfulness of this covenant in your life or are you one of those mocking the word of God and consequently wallowing in financial embarrassment, reaping loses and financial woes? Examine your life, something is evidently wrong!!! Repent and return to the Lord.

Finally “Sell what you have and give alms, provide yourself money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in heaven that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.” Luke 12:33-34. Do you want to live your temporary life in Mansion in this world and end up in shanties above?  Or may be you prefer to live as a lord now but as puppet in the world to come!!!

How are we responding to the cry of the destitute, the handicapped, the homeless, the orphans, the war ravaged victims all over the world, our Priests, the Levites, and even the less privileged within our family? Do you know that their money is in your income!

“Whosoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, will also cry himself and not be heard” Prov. 21:13. Remember that you have brought nothing into this world and certainly you will take nothing out. 1 Tim. 6:7. What we receive will stay in this world: It is what we give that will accompany us to heaven. Those who give to the poor shall never lack.

God has provided us with the master key to receive from him. We can never out-give our benevolent heavenly Father. As we obediently offer to Him as commanded, He will open the windows of heaven and pour out blessing until it overflows. Cultivate the habit of giving and you will never lack. “”Give and it will be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put in your bosom. For the same measure you use, it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38
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