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Making a Worthy New Year Resolution

The Master Budgets summarize the Resolutions of the corporate world for the ensuing business year. The addiction of individuals to carnality has also remained substantially unchanged – with new year resolutions revolving around new homes, new vehicles, new jobs, planned relocations and holidays, retirements, weddings, new births…etc. 

All these are indeed good and rewarding and can give us happiness if they happen as resolved. But can these tangibles, visibles, perishables and vanities grant us joy? Because happiness and joy are dramatically different. Happiness emanates from the happening of an event but joy is deeply rooted in a fountain of divine mystery that can never dry and that fountain is Christ Jesus the Lord, who says “Riches and honor are with me, yea durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea than fine gold, and my revenue than choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness; in the midst of the paths of judgment. That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance and I will fill their treasures.” Prov. 8:18-21  When Jesus gives joy; He also provides you the empowerment to enjoy it to the fullest. 
When preparing our new year resolutions, we are constantly tempted to accept this world as our homes that must be lavished with all comforts that are both within and outside our power; but if we are wise, we will consider that we are standing in the valley between the mountain peaks of eternity past and eternity to come. The past is gone forever and the present is passing as swiftly as the shadow on the sundial of Ahaz. Even if the earth should continue for another million years, not one of us could stay to enjoy it. It is only therefore, more sensible to think of the glorious eternity and then focus on new year resolutions that carry the blood and signature of that Supreme King of the Messianic Kingdom: that Kingdom that our impatient excitement is awaiting to see.
In the process of preparing our New Year resolutions, there are certain questions that every Christian must answer with candor: Did you hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ during the outgoing year? Was your worship and service before God seasoned with spiritual fire and total commitment? Did you yearn regularly to spend time alone with Him in prayer? Was Christ the only hub around which all your life revolved? Were you obedient to the ten commandments of the Most High? Did you show appreciation through regular thanksoffering to Him? Did you create enough time to examine and meditate on God’s words? And did your daily routine and disposition reflect effective preparation and readiness for heaven? If your answer to any of those questions is negative, relatively deficient or simply passive, your new year’s resolution should focus not only on rectifying the situation but also in making your commitment to each area radically strong and spiritually fire seasoned.

Secondly, Christianity operates in an environ completely saturated by love – agape love. We are called to a life of discipleship en-meshed in love; not eyeing God solely in terms of laws, doctrines, rules, sacrifice and obligation. God is love.  (1 John 4:16) Jesus said that the foremost identity of discipleship would be our love for one another: “A new command I give you; love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35) Jesus Christ’s teaching here is very clear. We would be known as His disciples not because we are chaste, celibate, honest, sober, churchgoing, Bible-toting or prayer/psalm singing…Rather, we would be recognized as disciples primarily by our deep and profound respect for one another, our cordial love and humility impregnated by charity and reverence for the sacred dimension of the human personality.
Was 2009 spent in self imposed fear and enslavement resulting from your unforgiving spirit, hatred, bitterness, pride, envy, jealousy and malice that are destructive to the spirit of love? “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him…But whosoever hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of mercy from him, how dwelleth the love of God in Him? (1 John 3:14-17)

As a true heir to the Kingdom of God, we should love others in sincerity and also remember to provide support for the needy: outstretched hand of charity that  truly reflects divine love, peace and faith, particularly to someone in your family, among your relatives, in your neighborhood and in your church. Let the less fortunate, the handicapped, the orphans, widows and the laborers in the Vineyard of God know that you care, and so store up treasures for yourselves in heaven. As you do this, may the good Lord of reciprocity repay you in multiple folds.

More importantly, however, kindly take a spiritual inventory of your past and make a sincere atonement to those that you have offended, forgive and forget the sins of those who have offended you, repent and renew your vow unto the Lord that you will henceforth be a source of peace and joy to your neighbors, a fountain of peace and progress to the church and a yielding vessel for the promotion of God’s Kingdom. This is the most rewarding resolution for the New Year. Remember that obedience is the key to the heart of God. Resolve to worship God in truth and spirit, do His will and keep His commandments so that your security and blessing may be established from above.

Listen to God’s stand  in Hos.14:1-9: O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity; Take words with you, And return to the LORD. Say to Him, “ Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips. Assyria shall not save us, We will not ride on horses, Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ‘You are our gods.’ For in You the fatherless finds mercy.” “ I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely,  For My anger has turned away from him. I will be like the dew to Israel; He shall grow like the lily, And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.  His branches shall spread; His beauty shall be like an olive tree, And his fragrance like Lebanon. Those who dwell under his shadow shall return; They shall be revived like grain, And grow like a vine. Their scent shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  “ Ephraim shall say, ‘What have I to do anymore with idols?’ I have heard and observed him. I am like a green cypress tree; Your fruit is found in Me.” Who is wise? Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The righteous walk in them, But transgressors stumble in them.

May the new year remain a crown of blessing, glory, and peace to us all in Christ name.
