THE MISCONCEPTION OF CHRISTIANITY

08.27.09

Over the ages, Christianity has been processed through a number of cultures, ideologies, opinions and theologies in particular. This process has continued to produce mostly shadows of substance, compromise of the truth and an unfortunate adulteration of the image of Christ – trivializing the core value of discipleship, while accentuating the unimportant. 

The guiding compass of Christianity – the Holy Bible itself, containing a balanced structure of the personhood, attribute and image of God, His work of Creation, plan of redemption and basis of judgment has also continued to experience determined siege, attack, restriction, and devilish manipulation and subtraction from various governments, agencies, organizations, journalists, and leaders. Yet this most hated book in history – which is also the most loved – the only living book on any shelf, keeps circulating, winning the hearts of those who are heaven-bound while inspiring each unfolding generation with new meanings and messages of redemption.

Christianity is a revolutionary way of living – living out of the ordinary, living out of the world, living out of the masses. It is a lifestyle lived in humility, simplicity, contentment, peace, truth and love for God and for others.

Regrettably, Christianity has continued to suffer through the ignorance of most people, through mischievous teachings, through professional exploiters in gowns of pastors and through corrupt indoctrination and subjection. 

A number of misinformed Christians believe that it is necessary to be poor and austere to be counted amongst Christ’s own, while others trust in abundance to be recognized among those whose prayers are heard.

Many live their lives on vegetables believing that meat and fish and other creatures created for man’s pleasure are an inhibition for spiritual growth. While some feel that they must eat and live well to manifest the glory of God. Endless fasting and self denial of every good gift of God has become the way of life chosen by a number, to please God and receive from Him. 

A number of Christians feel that tribulation and hardships are the only road to salvation, but some contempt suffering as a reward for those not serving God in truth and spirit. Relaxation and quality time with family is a no-no for most Christians whose lives are completely torn between prayer meetings, spiritual retreats, revivals, night vigils and crusades with absolutely no true time to rest or attend to family issues – all in the search of God’s favor and salvation in Christ. 

All these self imposed denials, sacrifice, fears, and inflictions are so many and endless both in nature and dimension. But are they indeed the true practice of Christianity – followers of Jesus Christ of Nazareth? 

Are those the teachings of Christ the Savior? Are those the demands of the Master? Are these, indeed, the way to the glories of Heaven? All these subjections may seem lawful, but not all are expedient; even those that are expedient are not all edifying. 1Cor. 10:23.

We have been misled by some and we are now also misleading others, blocking their ways of salvation through the various road blocks mounted by our teachings, our leadership styles, our imposed ways of life and our persuasive Christian practices.

Your poverty or riches has nothing to do with your faith or Christianity. It is the murmur in your poverty and the ego in your riches that need to be nailed to the cross. These are the unchristian values. Abstaining from meat and fish has no spiritual profit, but abstinence from evil thoughts, malice, anger, bitterness, hatred and other corruptions of the purity of heart is what Christ demands.

Fasting and self denial remain worthless before the Lord, unless it is accompanied by sincere repentance, contrite heart, every good work, love & charity. 

Not all tribulations are God ordained, most of them are self inflicted or recompense for our ways and fruits of our living.

The real problem lies within us. Outer dissipation and distraction reflect a lack of inner integration. We are trying to be several selves at the same time for Christ. There is the professional self, the parental self, the self who sees himself haunted by principalities and foes, the self who must be the chairperson of this or that, the self who must be promoted, the self who must be societally seen and recognized, the self that must be seen as ‘holier than thou’ and the self who must excel everybody in everything including in the church, but unfortunately not in Christ. Our faith and Christianity are hotly driven by all these multipurpose propensities rather than Christ’s mindset. In the process, we are stressed, strained, worried, uneasy and fearful that we are shallow.  Listen to the gentle whisper of Jesus and you will discover that there is a way far more satisfying than our hurried worldly pace and our unprofitable dissipation. Christ’s call unto Christianity and discipleship is simple and clear. “Martha, Martha thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:41-42. While Martha was torn apart, Mary remained with Jesus learning of Him.

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto your soul. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matt. 11:28-30. Those believers who embrace and live in this call understand that the world is an embodiment of stress and pressure. They understand that the way through the world is more difficult to navigate than the way beyond it, yet they are unworried, unhurried, unstressed, they don’t feel guilty to say No when they should, they cannot be pushed or incited by any crazy competition. They maintain their sanity, and coolness, with gleam in their eyes, spring in their step, and while we are tense and perplexed, they are poised, cool, collected and at peace. Because they trust the faithfulness of Jesus. They know that what will be will be. Which of you by taking thought can add one cubic unto his stature? Matth. 6:27

The fact is that your anxieties, worries, fears, and self destructive tensions will only give  way to the true spirit of discipleship and Christianity when you surrender to the mystery of the fire burning the bush without consuming the bush at mount Horeb, until your imagination is completely consumed by the reality of the amazing hand of deliverance at the Red Sea; the halting of the movement of the Sun and Moon on Mt Gibeon and the valley of Ajalon; until you are a partner in faith with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the burning fiery furnace and until you see yourself a co-victim with Daniel in the lions den, being a victim of hostility, bitterness and unjust persecution. When we acknowledge that the glory of God’s deliverance was only made manifest after Mordecai and Esther had gone through the shadow of death and the majesty of the Most High was not revealed until the stage for the imprisoned apostle Peter’s execution by the sword of Herod had been set. 

Like Paul the apostle, until we recognize without being perturbed, that persecution, tribulation, adversity are nothing strange, but as normal in life as sunrise and sunset; until we acknowledge that a grain of corn must first vanish into the ground before reproducing, and until we submit to the truth that we can only enter eternal life through death; until these truism are done on us we shall continue to remain only mirage of Christianity. Not until we successfully escape the temptation of Potiphar’s wife. That  jar of alabaster must be broken to release the sweet fragrance of Jesus Christ to the world; and we must also completely resign our lifestyles to resonate and reverberate the total meekness, humility, peace, simplicity, contentment, love and perseverance of Jesus Christ before the limitless power of the holy spirit can be unleashed on us with astounding force. The entire body of Christ will then be plunged into a revolution and our lives turned into a banner of heavenly glory.

In Summary, poverty, riches, food, fasting, and other un-edifying self denials are no determinant factors of Christianity or discipleship. Christianity is an Epistle of adversity, mind of sacrifice, heart of obedience to God, and lifestyle completely buried in meekness, truth, contentment, peace, simplicity, service and love towards God and human beings. It is a call to holiness, unfailing hope, unshakeable faith and agape love in Christ Jesus. 

As you read this message I pray that you become courageous enough to get burnt in fire; humble enough to see others as superior to you, real enough to let others know that tangible things, visible things, and perishable things are worthless to get our names signed into the book of Life, and profitable enough to let the whole world know that what is required is simple: “COME TO ME” : come to Christ, sit with Christ, live in Christ, live for Christ and learn of Him “ for I am meek, and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your Souls”. Matth. 11: 28-29.

