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The Sanctuary of Love
"A new command I give to you: Love one another, as I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." John 13:34-35. Jesus Christ's teaching is unequivocal here. We would be known as disciples not because we are righteous, chaste, celibate, honest, sober, rich or respectable, not because we are church-going, highly disciplined or even a bible-toting, fire-brand preacher. Rather, we would be recognized as disciples primarily by our deeply rooted bosom of mercy, delicate respect for one another, compassion for the destitute, celebrated spirit of forbearance, forgiveness and sacrificial upfront love impregnated with reverence for the sacred dimension of the human personality.

This is the great command of the Master - the great King of Resurrection - a great command that must be obeyed if you must be seated in His end-time Banquet of Glory. All believers have read, heard and preached this command, but most of us still remain naive, intoxicated, doctrinal, over-righteous and spiritually arrogant that our mindset and lifestyle continue to question rather than obey this great command. It appears that you have forgotten the death on that Friday afternoon on Calvary: the excruciating, agonizing and most painful crucifixion for your sins and mine. Yet you are unwilling to forgive others.
" 2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 'Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:2-3) Who is guilty and who is at fault? The witches, wizards, occultists, criminals, thieves, murderers...all have excuses. The husband cheating on his wife, the executive dishonesty padding expense accounts, the politician looting the treasury, the physician engaging in nefarious malpractice behaviors - all have excuses. Name the crime and it is fitted out with an excuse. My parents abused me, I was deprived, we must relieve the world of useless lives, I was spoiled growing up, my genes made me do it. And we are back to 'Adam: Where are you?" and his pathetic answer: "The woman whom you gave to be with me..." From Adam up till now, this is the way of the world - living in disobedience, conspiracy, rebellion and wickedness and blaming them all on God.

If He is Almighty and if He is a good God, why has He allowed evil? In order to adjudicate these questions, we constituted ourselves the jury, and the judge and we put God in the dock. And soon we constituted ourselves the executioners  as well. From the four corners of the world, we all, as human beings, gathered ourselves together as jury; we deliberated and reached a verdict. The decision was unanimous! With one voice, poor deluded humanity pointed to the prisoner in the dock and declared, "God is guilty!" The angels were stunned, the stars hid their light, the mother earth shattered in disbelief, opened her mouth, and the entire heavens, lands and seas went silent at the audacity of the verdict, the wrongness of it and the outrageousness of it. The Judge of the guilty is Himself judged guilty. But instead of reacting violently, the prisoner standing in the dock calmly responded: "For this was I born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice." The truth is that we are incapable of setting things right. The truth is that the more we try to set things right, the more we compound our guilt. It is not enough for God to take our part. God must take our place. All the blood of goats, and lambs from the foundation of the world, all the acts of expiation and reparation, they only make things worse. They all strengthen the grip of the great lie that we can set things right. The grip of the lie is broken by the greatest of lies "God is guilty!" Crucify Him, away with Him, crucify Him, God must die!!! It is a judgment so monstrously false that only by submitting to it can its falsehood be exposed. By Christ submitting to the judgment of the world, the world is judged. This wicked world sees darkness as light, evil as good and Satan as the Messiah. Hatred, malice, envy, vengeance, anger, wickedness, bitterness, pride and unforgiving spirit are all traps of Satan to abduct believers into his Kingdom of Hell. Will you remain a victim of Satan, and go to hell?
Christ has fully repaid your sins/debt with His precious Blood and left you an overriding Command if you must be His own. And "now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end." He loved them to the end that they, too, might learn the way that is on the far side of outraged justice. The same night He told them ' "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that He lay down His life for His friends." John 15:12-13.
As believer, are we really obeying this overriding command? The fact remains that Christian Churches are divided by doctrine, history and day to day modes of worship and living. We have come a long, sad journey from the first century when pagans exclaimed with awe and wonder " See how these Christians love one another!" to this terminal century when all over the world, non-believers dismiss us with indignation: "See how these Christians hate one another" One denomination destroys another denomination to gain their members. Worse still, even within each house of worship, believers hate themselves with passion and despise one another like vomit of dogs. See how he dresses, see how he walks, see how she talks, Is he/she the only one, I can't stand him..." The body of Christ is torn, His body is tattered like garments destroyed by acid; with gossip, slander, hatred, bitterness, malice, abuse, reckless tongue, unforgiving spirit and arrogance. By these hearts of Satan, most deluded believers have evidently soaked, themselves with gasoline and sulfur ready for celebration in the lake of fire.
When the Houses of God are devoid of love and peace, where will the world ravaged by hostility and hatred find solace and redemptive love of Christ? Our present disunity externally and internally cannot be of God; it is a scandal to angels in heaven and of destructive effect to  the work of salvation consummated on the Cross of Calvary. We have to re-examine our mission - Are we indeed promoting the Kingdom of Jesus Christ or that of Satan?

" 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him." (1 John 3:14-15)

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love." (1 John 4:7) .
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