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          By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: March 2, 2008 
Looking Beyond

There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men. A man to whom God has given riches, and wealth and honor, so that he lacks nothing for himself of all he desires; yet God does not give him power to eat of it, but a foreigner consumes it. This is vanity, and it is an evil affliction.” Eccl. 6:1-2.

We have read with petrifying excitement of Biblical Prophet Moses, the Son of Amram, parting the dreadful Red Sea with his rod and thereby creating a dry passage for the escape of the Exodus out of the land of bondage. Exod.14. A number of other major astounding deeds have been recorded in favor of this great prophet. Joshua, the Son of Nun stood on Mount Gibeon and decreed in God’s name in the sight of all Israelites. “Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.” And the Sun stood still, and the moon stayed in the midst of heaven, without moving for about a whole day according to the word of the servant of God. Joshua 10:12-14. We have heard, Prophet Elijah, the Tishbite, by whose word both rain and dew were shut off by heavens for forty-two months. He called on God on Mt. Carmel and the Lord responded with fire; with his loin he parted the Jordan River, and was lifted off the surface of the earth by a divine chariot of fire. How about Elisha, Samuel, Peter, John, Paul and a number of other faithful that were mightily used as vessels of God’s signs, wonders and miracles.

Have you ever paused for a moment to ask: Where are those great servants of God today, their fame, their honor and their marks on the sand of time? Have you forgotten Solomon, the third King of United Israel, the wisest and the most knowledgeable human being that had ever lived? He could communicate with birds, animals, fishes and discern the complex nature of human thoughts through sound judgment bestowed on him by the Sovereign. His throne was made of ivory and overlaid with the purest gold. The six steps leading to his throne had twelve hefty live lions – six on each side, lifting up their paws in homage any time the King was ascending or descending the thrown. All the dishes and drinking vessels in Solomon’s Palace were of pure gold. The King had 700 wives and 300 concubines, a galaxy of entertainers and artists. The Bible attests that King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and wisdom. He redefined the dynamics of the palace and exalted to the sky, the royalty of kings. “And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.” 1 Kings 10. Listen to what King Solomon had to say as he grew gray: “Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done, and the labor that I had labored to do, and behold, all was vanity and a vexation of the spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.” Eccl 2:11 

What about the great monarchs that had lived, the great presidents of super-power countries., the scientists with great ingenuity, the billionaires, the most famous celebrities, the great artists, the renowned athletes. Where are they today? Their riches, fame, power attainments and honor, all have become a thing of history. They can no longer see their native lands or have any portion in whatever happens in the land of the living. You have come into the world naked and empty, and it is certain that you will take nothing out of the world. 1 Tim. 6:7. If this is the ultimate end of every human being, then this transient world is not worth the hassle. Why not look beyond?

While all human beings are born at a specific time with bodies that will eventually die, we are also made in His eternal image (Gen. 1-26) with a spirit that will never cease to exist. Every human soul will end up in one of two places: Heaven – God’s dwelling place where there is no more death, illness, sorrow, pains or suffering, but everlasting life in the beauties, joy, abundance, and glories of heaven, among the angels. Heb 12:22-28, Rev. 21:1-6. Hell: Everlasting separation from God. A lake burning with fire and brimstone where there is everlasting burning, horror and regrettable lamentation. Prov.14:12.

Rev. 14:9-11, Rev. 21:8.

Where are your great grand parents and possibly your grandparents? They are all possibly gone!!! Have you ever paused to remind yourself that you will also one day, close your eyes, never to open them again to this world? Nothing in this world is therefore important – they are all temporary. Why not look beyond the immediate horizon for things that are permanent? There are only two ways: The extremely narrow one: the way taken by those  who have accepted Jesus Christ into their lives. Despite the bustling and hustling of this world, they see it as mandatory to create time to worship God in truth and in Spirit, to keep His commandments, and obey His voice. They live their lives in mercy, love and peace with all people. Isaiah 35:8-10 Luke13:23. The second way is the wider one: The way of death: many are those treading on this road: those who have refused to accept Jesus Christ into their lives; those who confess Christ with their lips but their works are works of evil, the unrepentant sinful ones and those who are undecided. A carefree life and a non-decision is indeed a decision, an unwise decision. A rejection of God. 

By doing nothing, people face everlasting separation from God. Let these truths about eternal life and death be known to you, let them remain your focus in fueling your prayer and action. The good Lord is not happy to see anyone ending up in the lake burning with fire and brimstone, but if anybody chooses that option there is nothing God can do about it.
The good news is that the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ are ever stretched unto you, to forgive you all your sins, destroy the shackle of Satan in your life, relieve you of your burden, sickness, and hopelessness, and grant you eternal salvation. It is free. You only need to accept Him as your Lord and Savior, worship Him, keep His commandments, and live in peace and love with all. Will you accept the gracious offer and be saved?

Happy Sabbath. 
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