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THE LIVING BLOOD OF SACRIFICE
"Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood." (Acts 20:26-28). 

It seems strange and quite unimaginable to see believers turn the church of God to an ATM or Money Making Machine, some see the body of Christ as a monument for merchandizing, an haven for the transaction of business or a battle ground for trading of hostilities, hatred, malice, bitterness, revenge and envy. Yet to some, it is a prepared ground to make easy-virtue-friends cultured on tribes, gossips, backbiting, slander and destruction of other people. And yet to another group the body of Christ is a prepared target for use in social and societal activities, or yet a forum to find cheap women, cheap men, and cultivate cheap relationship. Even  more of recent - as a platform for political propaganda and social maladies. The most important institution in the world has, consequently, been reduced to a museum of arts and cultures. It is evident that this end-time generation of believers are deeply rooted in ignorance as to the foundation of the church, quite deficient of the knowledge of the controversial/sacrificial growth of the church and totally blind to the real purpose and great commission of the church.

The focus is lost, the commission is compromised and what we have in most places now is a process of convenience designed to satisfy the ungodly yearning of the pervasive audience and promote the earthly Kingdom of the Pastor. 

As this end time scenario continues to unfold with such a disturbing intensity and rapidity towards the close of age, releasing an outburst of dreadful/killer natural disasters and accompanied with quarrels and controversies between believers and non-believers, atheists, universalists, pagans and all sort of fraternities and faith, it is important to remind ourselves once again about the foundation and structure on which the church of Jesus Christ is founded. This is considered essential for a re-thinking of believers who see the church of Christ as a Convenience for their Satan-driven carnality. You need to change now because the end of Church age is at the door!!!
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said to His disciples: "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it."

Four Points are evident in Jesus' Statement:

1. Christ will have a Church is this world.

2. The church shall be built on Christ Himself - being the eternal Rock (Is. 17:10, 1 Cor. 3:11, 1 Cor. 10:4).

3. The Church will be mightily and violently attacked.

4. None of the devil's attacks shall destroy or prevail against it.

Looking back through the history of the church we can see that Jesus' words have been fulfilled in every century. First there is a true church of Christ in this world - this is unquestionably settled. The Foundation and chief cornerstone of the Church is the Blood of Jesus Christ Himself. The death through a gruesome and most excruciating pain of crucifixion and resurrection of Christ remain the foundation of the church: indeed, it is the seed of the Old Testament, and the center/hub of the New testament from Matthew's genealogy to Revelation's Maranatha. His breakthrough from death to life - Pasch, is the core of the gospel proclamation and the entire Christian Faith - Life after: the everlasting Kingdom of God. In the Cross is Salvation, in the cross is life. In the cross is protection against our enemies, in the cross is infusion of heavenly sweetness,  in the cross is joy of the Spirit, in the Cross is excellence of virtue, in the Cross is perfection of Holiness. There is no Salvation of Soul, nor hope of eternal glory save in the Cross. And unless you are willing to carry your cross without murmuring you cannot be one of His own ( Luke 14:27) The suffering and crucifixion of Christ is the Source and inspiration of all martyrdom.

The Structure/walls of the Church of Christ. The apostles lifestyles of sacrifice and total anchorage on heavens, the combined testimony of their uncompromising teaching, the history of their totally transformed lives and their willing submission to violent torture and martyrdom provided the iron walls for the Church of Christ. 

Stephen whose name means Crown was drawn out of the city and stoned to death precisely AD35 (Acts 6-8) for his unapologetic proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ to those who crucified Him.

James the Son of Salome and Zebedee, the elder brother of Apostle John was martyred - beheaded by the Order of King Herod Agrippa I of Judea (Acts 12:2) for his fearless witnessing unto Christ about AD44. Timon and Parmenas, two of the seven earliest deacons were also executed about the same time - one in Philippi and the other in Macedonia.

Exactly 10 years later. A.D 54, Apostle Phillip is said to have been scourged, thrown into prison and then crucified at Hierapolis in Phrygia.

Legendary accounts say that Apostle Matthew was pinned down to the ground and beheaded with a halberd in the city of Nadabah, Ethiopia about AD60. 

James the brother of Jesus and the writer of the Epistle was the Head of the Church in Jerusalem. He was cast down from the Temple Tower and when he fell to the ground his head was smashed and mutilated with a fuller's club - a blacksmith hammer in 66AD.

Matthias was stoned and beheaded in Jerusalem. Andrew was martyred in Edessa by being crucified on an X-Shaped Cross now known as St. Andrew's Cross.

Mark was dragged until he became completely mutilated  in Alexandria when he spoke against their idol - Serapis. 

Peter was crucified through the Order of Nero. He requested to be crucified upside down.

Paul was imprisoned in Rome in AD61 where he wrote most of the Epistles - Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Timothy and Titus. He was judged guilty in AD66, just four years before Jerusalem fell in AD70, of crimes against Emperor Nero and was beheaded. 

Jude was crucified at Edessa about AD72. Bartholomew was beaten and crucified in India.

In Calamina India, Thomas was tortured by angry pagans, run through with spear and thrown into the flames of an oven. Luke was martyred by being hung from an Olive tree in Athens, Greece A.D93.

To all these apostles of Christ, a life free of trials was a certain sign of divine malediction: Why attach any importance to afflictions? Temporal life is but a transition. A whole lifetime of pain in this world is of no more consequence than an uncomfortable night in a bad hostelry. A lifetime of persecution, tribulation, and trial cannot equal a day of joy in the glory and beauties of heaven.

Perhaps you also need to understand that the church of Christ was roofed with the blood of the saints. Between AD 54-68 when Nero was the Emperor of Rome and the successive  other 10 brutally wicked Emperors, ending with the barbaric Emperor Diocletian (AD284-305) Christians went through the most vicious, ruthless, savage and brutal annihilation. Some Christians were reportedly sewn inside skins of wild animals and torn and eaten by fierce dogs. Shirts stiff with wax were put on others, and they were tied to poles in Nero's garden and set on fire to provide light for his parties. At the height of his rule, all Christians within the 4-corners of Rome were gathered into the Coliseum and massacred for wild beasts to feed on. Christians were blamed and held responsible for famine, drought, earthquakes and other disasters and most of them were either thrown alive or roasted alive in drums of boiling oil & thrown to hungry lions, tigers and leopards. Some were nailed on their heads, some were buried alive with their spouses and children with acid poured on them. All these remained un-daunting and resolute in their hope and focus on the Kingdom of God through unflinching faith in Christ Jesus. Not until the Milan decree of A.D.313 was enacted by Emperor Constantine, the first emperor to become a Christian, allowing for freedom of worship, Christianity was a submission to torture and violent execution.

Wherefore, seeing that we are also compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses - (Hebrew 12:1-2) Blood of Christ as the Foundation, blood of the apostles as the walls of the church and blood of the Saints as the roof of the church - Do you really think that you can turn this Structure of sacrificial blood to a battle ground or house of pleasure without incurring the wrath of God? Do you think you will be justified for the eternal Kingdom of God,  if as a believer, you are still a drug peddler, fornicator, adulterer, idolater, homosexual, liar, false witness, thief/robber, covetous, reviler, drunkard, extortionist, murderer, slave of gossip, backbiting, malice, hatred, unforgiving spirit, pride,  and hostility? If you are still indulging in any of these, your Christianity is certainly a mockery and your hope of eternal salvation, an illusion. Christianity is sacrifice and not pleasure.
The Church of Christ is a Sanctuary of the highest level of self-discipline,  ground of fear and reverence, Platform of truth and holiness,  center of divine love and charity, the Upper Chamber to meet with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the host of heavens, and the preparatory ground for translation to the eternal Kingdom of glory. Exod. 40:34. 1  Tim.3:14-15. It is not a pavilion for dirty chewing of bubble-gums, use of cell-phones (which is abominable in the Sanctuary of God), exchange of unpolished words, in-fighting,  merchandising, clubbing,  ostentatious display of ornaments, excessive cosmetics, tribal alignments, ungodly dressing, upsetting the peace of the church through gossip, and destroying settled homes through satanic prophecies. The Church of Christ is to be taken into the world for the salvation of Souls. The world should never be brought into the church to desecrate the body of Christ and destroy the focus of its Commission.  
The Kingdom of God is at hand, the great Rapture is at the door. Great and dreadful Hurricane, Tsunami, and earthquakes in diverse places are now set to emit fire and consume. Economic woes, social and financial breakdown will become a global disaster. The whole world will be thrown into a state of dreadful consternation when  the father will not know his son or the mother know her daughter. Heavens and the Earth are currently blowing the final trumpets of warning. Today, please withdraw from the world and surrender your life entirely to Jesus Christ, in word, thought, and deed. Worship God and obey His Commandments and you will be saved. Isaiah 24. Where are you spending your eternity: in the everlasting Kingdom of glory and joy or eternal Hell Fire of condemnation, anguish and lamentation? The choice is yours!!!
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