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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: October 25, 2008 
Living for Christ
 “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can    a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you workers of iniquity!' (Matthew 7:18-23)

This end time has indeed ignited an explosion of evangelism, and created a massive harvest of pastors, prophets and crusaders. Churches and houses of worship are springing up almost in every nook and corner and in every shop, warehouse and plaza. Ostensibly, it sounds like a welcome development for God’s kingdom, but in fact, a number of them  are end-time spiritual landmines: seducing spirits, promoting apostasy, heresy, doctrines of devils, hypocrisy and professional lying for personal enrichment.

New converts and even old believers of unstable anchorage are falsely led t o believe that membership of particular Christian denominations is a visa to the kingdom of glory and slavish followership of some church leaders is a guarantee to receiving the Crown of Life. My friend, do not be deceived, salvation is an individual issue. Paul, the renowned apostle of Christ advises in Philippians 2:12: “Wherefore my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

Grace is promoted in most places of worship as a license to sin, thereby spurring a number of believers to live their lives in reckless talks; they are scornful, prideful, deceitful, abusive, malicious, unforgiving, adulterous, idolatry, and spiritually unproductive, yet believing they are saved by grace.

“But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are still found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sins? God forbid!!! Gal. 2:17 Brethren don’t trust on empty and unprofitable gospel – an adulteration and manipulation of the truth of God designed to satisfy the itching of this pervasive generation. To make your salvation a certainty, the Savior Himself compels the following imperatives:
1. Irrevocable acceptance and confession of Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. He is the only Way, the Truth, and the Light. (John 14:6.) He is the bread of life, the Resurrection, the Messiah, and the great King of eternal Kingdom of glory. He is the Tree of Life.
2. You must love your God with all thy heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy mind. Matt 22:37. This entails worshipping God and serving Him with all that you are and with all that you have. A life that finds no time to worship and serve God passionately is a waste – an unprofitable life that is unfit for the Kingdom of God. Deut. 10:12

3. To keep the commandments and statutes of God. (see Luke 18:20). The commandments of God are the attributes of Christ’s holiness. It is the fulfillment of Christ in you. If your repentance and return to sin is an endless cycle, my friend, you are not under grace but under the wrath of consuming and fierce judgment of God – (see Heb 6:1-6 | 1 Tim 1:8-10). Do not be deceived by any cheap gospel, the whole duty of man is to fear God and keep His commandments. (Eccl. 12:13-14) Perhaps, I should remind you, as usual, that no fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexual, abusers, thieves, covetous, murderers, drunkards, revilers or extortionists shall inherit the Kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9-
4. Charity: The measure of one’s righteousness is not in what he has, but rather in what he has given to advance the joy, peace and welfare of others. And the second greatest law is namely this: “Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself” (Mark 12:31) And Jesus said unto the rich man? “Yet thou lackest one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor and thou shall have treasure in heaven and come follow me.” (Luke 18:22)

That wealth, wisdom, position, authority, fame…that you have, were not brought into the world. You will not also take anything out of the world. You came naked and you will depart naked. (1 Tim. 6:7) When you are still living, learn to carry a bosom of mercy: give from your substance to the poor, the needy, the deprived, the homeless, the destitute, the sick, share your food with the hungry, clothe the naked, remember the orphans, create time to counsel the depressed, the sorrowful…By so doing, you are storing treasures for yourself in heaven where no thief, moth or stock market crash can penetrate. (Luke 12:33-34). The Bible declares that whosoever stops his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry and shall not be heard by heavens (Prov. 21:13). Matthew 25:32-44.

Finally, Apostle Peter advises on the need to make your calling and election to the Kingdom of everlasting glory a certainty by adding the following: add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge of the Word; And to knowledge temperance/meekness; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-10)

My brethren in the Lord, the night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light. Let the preachers of the word preach sound doctrine, the truth of God: say it as it is. If you preach to please the world then you are not a servant of Christ. {Gal. 1:10} Let this pervasive generation also listen, and turn unto the Lord for the day of the Lord is at hand – a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of cloud and of thick darkness …….fire devouring before them. And behind them a consuming flame; there has never been such before and there shall never be such thereafter.{Joel 2: 2-4 | Amos 5: 18-20 | 2 Peter 3}. Hearken to the gospel today and be saved. Why would you spend your eternity in the lake of fire?
Have a happy Sabbath Day.
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