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Living in Bondage

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 
Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:31-36)

      Freedom is one of the greatest desires of humanity – “Give me Liberty or give me death, the famous declaration of Patrick Henry. Christians are enclosed on all sides and placed in perpetual bondage by three main forces: the powerful lust of the flesh, the pervasive and most corrupt environmental/societal values that we embrace, and the ministration of Satan with his angels to inspire and pull us along his path. A slave is a bondman, a person held in servitude as a property, a person in captivity, under the spell, control and directive of a more powerful force. Bondage could be physical or spiritual. Physical slavery reminds us of the 430 years of bondage of the Israelites in the land of Egypt under the wicked and ruthless kings who tyrannized the people and forced them to work like production machines. We are however, currently concerned with spiritual slavery – that is, a continuous wrongdoing/sin that has become a way of life or lifestyle for the believer.

        Usually, ungodly habits begin in a way that seems innocent and fulfills a desire or need. For example, a small lie to escape a problem or gain an undeserved advantage may grow to more frequent lying to save face, then graduating to habitual lying to look good always, and finally attaining a pathological level when lying becomes the norm of the individual’s lifestyle. “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.” (Romans 7:18-20)

          A number of Christians are enslaved by sins such as envy and jealousy, pride & arrogance, hatred/bitterness, abusive language and unguarded reckless utterances, infidelity & immoral sexual behaviors, stealing and fraudulent propensities. They have become enslaved: almost an incurable disease; it has become a habit, and a way of life that make these sins no longer regarded as products of hell fire by the sinners. 

          Envy and jealousy: These viruses are often driven by covetousness, lack of contentment, insecurity, selfishness or pride: we become unreasonably displeased, uncomfortable and aggravated by financial, spiritual, material, physical or professional success of others.

When we compare ourselves with others and selfishly feel that other people’s success should be subordinate to ours, we should beware, as the spirit of jealousy may subtly be taking over our lives. When you are outshined by someone, remember that the plan and timing of God for you are different to those of others. Be content and you will not be overtaken by the destructive spirit of restlessness, anxiety and damaged relationship. An envious spirit is like a turbulent wave of the sea
           Arrogance and Pride: This is the re-incarnation of the spirit and intoxicant of Satan in human. The arrogant feels that he/she is superior to others, that he/she has the answer to all questions and solutions to all problems. These people see themselves as wiser and greater than all; they exalt themselves and their households above all, and look down on others as inferior. Precious opportunities elude those who are proud; the best that are earmarked for them by God are lost to others. People of peace, love and grace avoid them. Their positions and rights are often lost to the humble. A proud person is an enemy of God. “The Lord shall destroy the house of the proud but He will establish the borders of the widows (Prov. 15:25). Examine yourselves for this virus and uproot it if found. Before glory is Humility (Prov. 15:33)

         The process of fornication and adultery also starts from the mind. Preventing adulterous thought is sometimes difficult, but when it comes we can choose whether to hold it or throw it out immediately. By entertaining the idea, we take another step towards imagination. One of Satan’s greatest deceptions is convincing us that experiencing the pleasures of sin in our fantasies isn’t that really bad. After all, we haven’t actually carried it out. Satan’s knows the power of our thoughts. By gaining this foothold, he has seized the greatest motivator of the human will – desire. These harmless imaginations now turn into blazing passions that crave satisfaction. That is just a step away from uniting the desire with action at which point all opposition has vanished and sin is accomplished. “Whosoever commits adultery with a woman, lacks understanding. He who does so  destroys his own soul.” Prov. 6:32. Resisting temptation of adultery becomes harder with each progressive step. Begin the fight early by rejecting tempting thoughts. Consider the consequences of sin; the cost is always higher than the fleeting enjoyment. Your relationship with God is impaired, your family is upset and God’s covenant of deliverance and blessing is jettisoned.

          Hatred, bitterness & anger are emotional viruses that can only be cured by the Power of the Word. They are deadly emissions that are more poisonous than the venom of fiery serpents. They are sequential, highly inflammable and deeply-rooted emotional/spiritual process that erupts like a volcano in anger. It cannot easily be atoned, because it is driven by deadly envy, consuming jealousy or devilish pride. Those with these spirits are often more dangerous than witches and wizards. They are interestingly often ending up in traps of misfortune set up by them for their innocent targets. If you have any of these spirits- hatred, bitterness or anger, remember that you are worse than a witch. Wage a total spiritual war in prayer against these viruses and make every effort to expunge them from your system. They are instruments of Satan and products of hell. 
            Abusive language, Gossip, and unguarded reckless utterances: These are fruits of uncultured, untamed and uncircumcised tongues; and wherever they exist, there will be no peace, harmony or love. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” (Prov. 18:22) If you are possessive of these weaknesses, you will destroy friendships, weaken interpersonal relationships and displace peace. “He that keepeth his mouth, keepeth his life, but he that opens wide his lips shall have destruction” Prov. 13:3 As a child of God, be temperate in your utterance, humble in your reaction and submissive in your arguments.

          Stealing, cheating, exploitation and other fraudulent propensities:  “Getting treasures by a lying tongue is the fleeting fantasy of those who seek death.” Prov. 21:6. The scripture warns that those indulging in stealing, cheating, exploitation and all forms of unrighteous gain are simply disturbing their homes because they will repay it back in folds from their destined possessions and they will end up in penury as fools. “As a partridge that broods but does not hatch so is he who get rich but not by righteousness. It will leave him in the midst of his days and at the end he will be a fool.” Jer. 17:11. Stealing, credit card and insurance frauds, 419 syndrome, drug money, and all unrighteous gain will only earn you penury, short life and eternal hell fire. Withdraw today.
          Are you still enslaved by any sin? Examine your mindset and your lifestyle and change.
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