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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: January 4, 2009
The Joy of Salvation
“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” (1 Corinth. 3:11-15)

Indeed, many born again Christians are determined to make it to heaven – to receive the salvation in Christ. But only few of these are concerned about experiencing the joy that is in this salvation. A number of faithful are struggling to have eternal life, but only a limited number are determined to have it in abundance.

Jesus Christ has come so that believers may have life. But for profitable believers, and true servants of God, it will be life and life abundant. (John 10:10) He has come to save the truly born again Christians but for those whose faith is seasoned with good work and tireless ministration of Souls saving, it will be Salvation seasoned with joy, honor and glorious crown with stars. The messianic kingdom of Glory to come is indeed a kingdom of pronounced class distinction. Not class distinction based on political, financial and intellectual calculations as we have in this world, but rather on your work of faith and service to God and humanity while passing through the corridor of life.

These days we are pre-occupied with setting up churches, sleeping in the church, organizing prayer meetings & crusades, acquiring intellectual and bible knowledge from colleges and seminaries, going for night vigils, fasting and even preaching, acquiring big robes and ranks, and having prominent positions in the church. They are all good, but are they all profitable? 

Establishing a church becomes divinely profitable only if it is dedicated to true worship and righteousness of God and dissemination of sound doctrines. Sleeping in church becomes profitable and edifying only if your lifestyle inwardly and outwardly is an epistle of Christ; your prayer meeting has a divine reward only if it is substantially devoted to the deliverance, healing and blessing of others. Your intellect and wisdom become relevant and profitable for the edification of the body of Christ only if it is expended in sound and righteous counseling to restore and strengthen the depressed, deprived, sorrowful and the weak in faith. The Pastor, Evangelist or teacher with diploma in hand from the Bible College, disseminating heresy and preaching gospel of convenience and abundance to exploit the congregants financially is obviously an enemy of the cross – ( Philippians 3: 18-19 ) an unprofitable servant building wood, hay and straw that cannot pass the test of fire. It is also simply self delusion and unnecessary self punishment to fast, attend night vigils and revivals when they are not matched with true repentance or positive change in your behavior and lifestyle. They are altogether unprofitable and without any reward before God.

I know that you are a believer, a committed Christian, but what are you building on Christ’s foundation: wood, straw or hay: idleness in the church, unforgiving spirit, bitterness, hatred, pride, arrogance, gossip, self centeredness, greed, uncharitable acts…etc Yes, you may have salvation, but without the joy that is in salvation, you may have life eternal but devoid of the abundance available to saints.

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.” (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

In the messianic kingdom to come, there are many mansions (John 14:1) some constructed with most precious stones such as jasper, sapphire, gold etc on well landscaped lands and some constructed with clay, wood and bamboo.

Some of the saved believers will be without crown, some with crown without stars while some are with crowns adored with stars. Your work of faith, your worship service, the fear of God in you, your humility, charity and love of others in this world are the basis.

How many souls have you saved? How many have you converted to Christ? How many have you brought into the house of God? How many have you fed, clothed, sheltered, visited on sick beds or assisted in one form or the other? Love, charity and saving of souls, worship in truth and spirit and obedience to the commandments of God are the keys under the Grace of Jesus Christ to achieving nobility, honor and crown of glory in the Kingdom of God. (See Matthew 25:31-41, James 5: 19-20, Psalm 51:12, Mark 12:28-34)

Are you heaven bound and are you striving for life and life abundant? You can still make it, you will make it. Resolve today to be a profitable servant and He will help you. Your God given talent is neither to be buried nor utilized for the vanities of this world. It is to be utilized profitably to the glory of God and joy of humanity. You will on the day of judgment account for it. Matth. 25:14-28.
Are you carefree, irritated by the gospel of Jesus Christ, and looking upon believers as idle fools who probably have no better thing to do with their time? You are trusting on the constitution given pervasive freedom and indulging in fornication, adultery, homosexuality, idolatry, stealing, lying, murder, drunkenness, covetousness, and other forms of unrighteousness!!!. That great day of judgment has in reservation for you - life in eternal lake of unquenchable fire burning with brimstone and sulfur. The good news, however, is that it is still not too late to repent and come into Jesus outstretched hands of grace and redemption. All your sins shall be forgiven and you will be counted among the citizens of the eternal Kingdom of God.
Accept Christ into your life today, find time to worship God in truth and spirit, keep the commandments of the Most High, and live in peace and love with others. It is not an option if you must be saved. Happy Sabbath day. 
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