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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola                Date: June 1, 2008

 HUMILITY – THE KEY TO DIVINE GREATNESS

“For the Lord takes pleasure in His people: He will beautify the humble with Salvation” Psalm 149:4. “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” {1 Peter 5: 5-7)

People who are proud can be easily identified. They often seek recognition and glory for themselves, portraying themselves as the source of all solutions and knowledge. “Yet anytime that works of immense signs and miracles were performed by our Lord Jesus Christ, He would forbid them from disclosing that He was the Source.

“And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him. And Jesus charged him to tell no one…” {Luke 5:12-14} ‘Verily, verily I say unto you, The son can do nothing of himself, but what He sees the Father do, for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. John 5:19.
In our service to God, we must do everything from a heart that seeks to honor Him. To do something for any other reason would be to betray Him, acting as if we actually think we can manipulate God into doing something for our personal aggrandizement.

Proud people are often incensed to be the center of attention and attraction. They make themselves points of reference and hub, around which everybody and everything must revolve. Such a spirit does not honor Jesus Christ – the invisible King – who alone is the giver of all our victory, healing, blessing, joy and eternal life.

“And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!” John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him... He must increase, but I must decrease.” {John 3: 26-30}

When we seek recognition or glory for ourselves, we discover emptiness. Bringing God, glory and honor, simply because we love Him and because we know Him as our Creator and giver of all we are, is at the heart of true humility. God knows if the desires of our hearts are pure or not. If we are serving Him to be noticed or to attain favor, we will surely be disappointed by our lack of godly recognition. Proud people profess to know all things and have answers to all questions. They are highly argumentative and their voices remain an overriding intimidation. By arrogating an all knowing knowledge of the Pharisee to themselves, they are invariably setting a high standard as a basis of their judgment on the day of reckoning. “Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over-wise: why should thou destroy thyself?” Eccl. 7:16. And Jesus said unto the boastful Pharisees “if ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, we see; therefore your sin remaineth.” John 9:41

      The blind, and empty hypocrites by their decorative high ranking robes, are not only looking down on others, their spouses and children are also injected with the same virus of arrogance and pride and puffed-up into believing that they are also superior to their mates. The Lord shall destroy the house of the proud: but He will establish the border of the widow.” {Prov. 15:25} Jesus said “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted {Luke 18:14} The promise is that God honors those pure hearts, those who serve Him with the sole desire to see God’s name lifted up and His kingdom advanced.

       More often in the corporate world, we are consumed by the desire to accelerate our ascension of the corporate ladder: instead of indulging in humble interpersonal relations with all, we manipulate, pull others down through gossip and sycophancy, forgetting that “a man receives nothing unless it has been given to him from Heaven” John 3:27 and that no one says, and it comes to pass when the Lord had not said it. Lam 3:37.

Or are you simply incensed and puffed up by your exalted position, wealth or attainment? Remember that riches are not forever and crown does not endure to every generation {Prov. 27:24}For knowledge of God is a defense as money is a defense, But the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives life to those who have it. {Eccl. 7:12}
My brethren in the Lord, you are Christians, believers, and citizens of the eternal Kingdom of glory: It is therefore imperative for you to live a Christ-like life who being in the form of God did not equate Himself with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in the appearance of man: HE humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow of  those in Heaven and of those on earth and of those under the earth and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God, the Father {Phil. 2: 6-11} “Before honor is bestowed humility must be proved” {Prov 15:33}
Humility is the foundation from which love, grace, forgiveness, compassion, kindness and gentleness flow. Without humility as the foundation, all those virtues are only cosmetic in your life.

Paul writes “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind, regard one another as more important than yourselves” {Ph. 2:3} If you are proud, you cannot see beyond the fragile wall of deceit around you: thereby forfeiting the deliverance that could accrue from disreputed person like Rahab the prostitute, or the grace of healing of Naaman that was found in a low unrecognized housemaid or the abundance that could be generated from a small lad with five loaves of bread and two pieces of fish. Don’t despise or look down on anyone. He /she may mean the difference between your deliverance or your death, between your blessing or penury, and between your salvation or condemnation. Today, instead of believing we are better than those around us, let’s pull down the walls of pride within us; then we shall begin to see the beauty of the people around us, just as God who created them see them.
