THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD

“Now therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but follow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God. And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.” Eph 2:19-20.

Believers are referred to, by Paul, the Apostle of Christ, as citizens of the kingdom and members of the household of God. But before you can be accorded the citizenship of any country, you need to satisfy certain fundamental conditions prescribed by that country. You must believe, accept and imbibe the culture of the country. You must believe, accept and imbibe the law and constitution of the country. You must accept the practice of that country. You must be prepared to uphold the values of that country and be prepared to defend her cause. Your pledge will, of necessity, reflect the acceptance of all of the above. But this time around, we are not talking of this earthly citizenship that is anchored on values of imperfection, injustice and cheating, but of heavenly citizenship, citizenship of the kingdom of angels, saints, spirits of just men, made perfect and Jesus Christ Himself as the Everlasting King of glory. The Kingdom of peace, love and light. But who are those considered qualified for the superior citizenship of heaven and membership of the household of God.

The spirit of the Lord through Paul’s letter to the Hebrew chapter 12: 22-24 talks of Mount Zion, as the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, household of the innumerable company of angels. “To the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in Heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. And to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” 
God, the Father is the head of the household. The Bible teaches us that only those in God’s family have the privilege of calling God – Father. Many people think that He is everyone’s parent, but the Bible tells us we are not automatically His children until we are spiritually reborn (John 3:3). By accepting Jesus’ sacrificial death as payment for our individual sins, having a spiritual rebirth into a new creature – a complete transformation into the image of His son, Jesus, before we can become a member of God’s family. (John 1:12). If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His own. Rom 8:9. The privilege of knowing God, the Father involves more than acquaintance with Him as a person or Spirit, it goes far beyond simple familiarity with His matchless grace, love and kindness and even surpasses knowing Him in His holiness, righteousness and justice. How wonderful will it be if He is sincerely our Father. If He is indeed our Father, our schedule and plans will reflect His priorities. We are to be available to His use and open to His directions. Regrettably a number of believers are either unwilling or unable to conform to the image of God, rather we insist upon trying to modify God, bring Him nearer to our own image.

We try to advance our own definition of the ways of the Lord in order to justify our ungodliness. Amazingly, during the enthronement of the current Pope Benedict XVI, people were imploring him to be a pontiff for the people rather than that of God. Modern society nurtures a popular misconception that Christians should relax their beliefs and adopt a more tolerant world view. But compromising the law of God, from Bible point, is a destructive choice. The problem is that most Christians find it difficult to build the truth into their lives, they are merely cosmetic preachers and hearers of the word and as James 2 explains, they are readily forgetful-when tough situations arise, their accumulated knowledge means nothing. But a doer of the word is blessed. 

A number of Christians are ironically misled through this end-time apostasy, the seducing spirits and doctrines of Satan, to believe that they are citizens of the kingdom, when in actual fact, many are revealed to be inmates of hell. Society including most churches is currently full of vain philosophies, gospels of miracle, promising abundance but offering nothing. Most pastors and evangelists are now artistes – professional entertainers, dancing up and down the stage in a melo-dramatic gesticulation to amuse their audience and fill the souls of hearers with doctrines of Satan - doctrines of bread, gold, diamond and abundance of the world. (Math 4:3-9), rather than the righteousness of the Kingdom of God. The gospel of God is now turned to a profession, a commercial venture packaged with all sort of marketing strategies and gimmicks otherwise, how would you explain a homosexual calling himself a Pastor/bishop, a rapist/sex offender  titling himself a priest, a drug/alcoholic addict  mounting the pulpit and a fraudster/liar carrying a clergy I.D? Instead of filling the world with the righteousness of God, the people are fed and equipped with propensity for fraud, greed, crime and violence.

God’s consuming judgment is at hand.

The gospel of fruitfulness, abundance and miracles fill the air, but there is no substance on the ground. How many times have you listened to gospel of miracles and abundance? Have you indeed truly experienced any positive improvement in your live? Will the Lord speak and not bring to past? Shall the Almighty purpose, and fail to do it? Is 46:10-11). Most of them are foxes in sheep clothing, and Satan incarnate in cassocks amassing people for the eternal kingdom of Hell fire.

The scripture tells me in Matthew 7:21 and Luke 13:21 that: Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven. Many will say to me on that day, Lord have we not prophesied in thy name” and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you, depart from me ye workers of iniquity.” It is evident therefore from this prophetic pronouncement that a number of prophets/prophetesses, evangelists, pastors and so called believers will knock on the door of heavenly house and shall be refused entry; but, of course the door of eternal hell shall remain open to receive them. 
My friend, would you say that God is unfair or too harsh in refusing you entry into His household on that great day! The conditions for citizenship in the Household of God have been clearly defined and spelt out by God the Father in the Old Testament, by God, the Son, in all the Synoptic and Johannine gospels and by the Holy Spirit in the various letters and epistles of the apostles and Revelation. It is a kingdom meant for those who have conquered idolatry, adultery, anger, malice, hatred, fighting, pride, envy, stealing, homosexuality, murder, drunkenness and unforgiving spirit. 
It is a kingdom for the meek, pure in heart and obedient. The foundation of our faith is the truth that God is unchanging. 
He has the same character, principles and ways of judgment He had in the times of old. “For I the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6) You have to change unto the Lord.

The message of Christ does not call for any new definition; it does not call for any attractive packaging. It is straight forward, bitter and direct. “I am the way, and the truth and the life, nobody comes to the Father except through me, says Jesus in John 14:6.

To obtain the citizenship of heaven and join the household of God, I tell you the truth; you must remain anchored in Jesus Christ. That anchorage is a process that calls for your total acceptance of Jesus Christ as your lord and Savior. You must be baptized into Christ. You must denounce the emptiness of the world and offload yourself of all works of darkness. Jesus Christ must become the hub around which your life revolves. Find time to worship God in spirit and truth, and keep all the ten commandments of God – this is the whole duty of man.
Forgive, when people hurt you, and repent, imbibing contrite heart when you hurt others. Disciples of Christ are required to sow peace and grow spiritual fruit of love, joy and kindness. Love means making a sacrifice or denying yourself for the peace and joy of others. If you lack sacrificial love, you are not one of His own.

In conclusion, I ask, where would you want to spend your eternity? In the glorious kingdom of God where there is no death, sickness, sorrow, pains or want, OR in eternal hell fire where you would be tormented day and night with brimstone, Scorpio and unquenchable fire? The choice is yours. Your decision today can change the destination. Trust only on God and not on any human being who is as inconsistent as the western cloud.

Please take that bold decision today to abandon works of evil and accept Jesus Christ into your life. He is the ONLY ANSWER TO ALL YOUR PROBLEMS.

May the glorious Lord bless you as you find time to read this divine message.

Evangelist Joseph ‘Lanre Olorunnisola

Celestial Church of Christ,

Voice of Grace.
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