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“Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven…Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”” (Matth 18:21-35)

A contract is never consummated until there is an offer and an unqualified acceptance. The free grace-offered salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ is not applicable to you until there is an unconditional acceptance of the terms of the offer. As you confess and repent of your sins in receiving Jesus Christ into your life as your Lord and Savior, appreciating that your sin, your guilt, shame and condemnation had been fully paid by Him with His innocent, priceless and divine blood on the gruesome and most excruciating cross of Calvary; it is compulsorily required as part of the terms of your acceptance of this offered grace that you also forgive all those who have wronged you. Your sins and consequential death penalty into hell fire had been nailed in Him to the Cross. 
Because of our sins, He was deserted, mocked, bruised, brutalized, afflicted and smitten. He was wounded for our transgressions and buried for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and with His stripes, we are healed. He was slaughtered like a deaf and dumb lamb and nailed to the tree of humiliation and indignation like a criminal. (See Isa. 53) He went through these agony and sorrow to absolve us of our hereditary sins, our sins of idolatry, adultery, fornication, covetousness, murder, lies, stealing and all forms of condemnable unrighteousness. 

The sacrificial Lamb of God who forgave our sins seventy times seven times and destroyed the record of our transgressions with his precious blood of atonement now says irrevocably that unless we also forgive all those who have trespassed/sinned against us, His offer of forgiveness and salvation for us shall be withdrawn. We shall now bear the full brunt of our sins and the consequential damnation into the lake of fire.

Jesus Christ’s clarion call on us, to forgive, is not only to those who have been disappointed by their fiancés, but also those who have even caught their spouses in the grim and naked acts of infidelity. The call is not only to those who have been exploited, defrauded and robbed, but even those who have been de-possessed of their properties, their positions, their rights, their joy, or their livelihood. It is a divine command that you must forgive all those who have abused you morally, physically and even sexually. Perhaps, you have been scandalized, stigmatized or slandered without justification, the Supreme Judge of the Universe commands that you must forgive from your very heart and forget. Even the victims of ridicule, discrimination, prejudices and attempted murder are not exempt from the command to forgive.

“And they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:58-60)

Human nature is naturally addicted to vindictiveness, revenge, bitterness and anger, particularly when we are deeply cut with terrible evil from someone close. But this cannot excuse the commands of Him who en-route to Calvary was heard praying for his murderers “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) His outstretched hands on the Cross, dripping with blood, continue to appeal to our hearts of vengeance to reach out in love to those who have messed us up, ripped us off and turned us down.

“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who trespass against us” “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matth 6:12-15). Have you indeed 

forgiven as you continue to assert unconsciously in your daily Lord’s Prayer. Unless you do, you are not qualified for His mercy and forgiveness! Examine the various pockets of bitterness and resistance in you, and today, empty them out and reach out to all those who have wronged you. It is not an option. It is the Great King’s command and basis of His judgment. 
Perhaps I should remind you that your reluctance and failure to forgive has created a major barrier in the way of your prayer, rendered your offering before the Lord detestable, locked the door of mercy, and rendered you vulnerable to those who are incensed against you. “Therefore if thou bring thy gift before the altar, and thou remember that thy brother hath quarrel against thee; Leave there thy gift before the alter, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” Matth. 5:23-24. As a child of God, make your salvation a certainty by taking the initiative to stretch out a reconciliation hand of peace and love to him/her that is at war with you. ”God is love, and he that dwells in love dwells in God and God in him.” 1 John 4:16.
Our acceptance of Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior summons us into authentic discipleship that forsakes the world’s ego, selfishness, wickedness, hatred, bitterness, pride and vindictiveness and embraces Christ’s Spirit of Love, peace, mercy & forgiveness. “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” (Rom. 8:9) Remember Him that says “Do not judge and you will not be judged” (Matth 7:1) Therefore, beloved, leave judgment to the only righteous Supreme Judge of the universe who has not adjudged you unqualified for His passion, mercy and forgiveness, despite all your atrocities and those of your parents.

Remember also to be obedient to the warning of the Master who says “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.  Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Rom 12:17-21)

And now, unto Him: The only Supreme Authority, Righteous Judge and Almighty King of the entire Universe and His only Son, our Lord and Messiah, Jesus Christ, be all the glory, majesty, power, dominion, exaltation, and praises, now and forevermore. AMEN
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