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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola                         Date: September 23, 2007
Living In Fear

“And when He was entered into a ship, his disciples followed Him. And behold there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but He was asleep. And His disciples came to Him, and awoke Him, saying; Lord, we perish. And He said unto them, why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith. Then he arose and rebuked the wind and the sea and there was a great calm.” Matt. 8:23-26

Why are we living again under the bondage of fear, spiritual and emotional instability, after accepting Christ into our lives? When you allow fears to dominate your life, it affects your health, your decision making process, your mental, emotional and physical balance and as a Christian, it circumscribes your spiritual growth. God’s given comfort, pleasure and peace are displaced by anxiety, trepidation and exasperation. Your power of creative imagination is sacrificed and sound judgment is impaired. Every human being must of necessity experience wave, storm or even hurricane of trial, but if Christ is in you, and you are in Christ, your life will soon experience a great calm and peace.
Fears normally arise from a number of sources and they are different in nature, size and dimension. They are all tempest: small and great, the Lord will rebuke them all. Fear of possible sudden mishap or catastrophe: particularly when our loved ones are traveling by road, sea or air, we are often gripped by a deep sense of suspense and trepidation until their safe arrival is announced. Again, fear arises from the incursion and attack by evil spirits and elements of darkness in our dream. Sometimes, we are shaken when we are faced by open confrontation from a wicked individual or gangs of evil doers. It is natural for our carnal nature to entertain some nervousness even when we are possessive of the highest level of faith: Prophet Elijah was rendered totally emasculated and withdrawn when he was harassed by Jezebel – 1Kings 19:1-4. So was Hezekiah, the King, when his throne and kingdom were threatened with captivity by Rabshakeh the King of Assyria.

Many are frightened by their aging and their failure to secure rightful spouses or children. It is sometimes, fear arising from perennial illness or continual spiritual attack. 

At work, we are enslaved by the fear of possible failure, rejection, dismissal, hatred, bitterness and jealousy from subordinate colleagues/superiors, and what about fear of joblessness? Even the houses of worship are not exempted from fear arising from manipulation of Satan among the children of God. From cradle to the grave, our passage through the corridor of life is on landmines, undulating ground, tempest and amongst humans who, by their behavior, are more like hawks, tigers, lions, scorpions and pythons. Life’s journey is a scary adventure through valleys of horror and hills of wickedness.

But for believers; “God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of sound mind.” 2 Tim1:7. The world is indeed under siege and every human being is under ruthless attack from that chief rebel who was banished from heaven into the world. “Therefore, rejoice ye heavens and ye that dwell in them, woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea: for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has but a short time.” Rev 12:12. All the woes on earth are created by Satan to hamper and distort the plan of God in your life. But as Him that is in you as a believer, is greater than Him (Satan) that is in the world, you will certainly triumph. 
1st John 4:4. Just believe, be strong, be courageous and remain steadfast. 
Having being dismissed from the glories of heaven and already sentenced into an everlasting lake of fire, Satan, in great anger, while awaiting the execution of the sentence on him, is determined to stigmatize majority of human beings as accomplices in his journey into hell fire.

A number of people are inflicted with a number of trials, hardship, tribulation…etc in form of lingering spouse-lessness, barrenness, penury, illness, rejection, joblessness, failure and spiritual attacks to frighten them into making them doubt the power of God, distrust God, disobey Him and move away from Him - who alone is the only answer and solution to all problems. When your deliverance, healing, blessing or joy is delayed, you become disenchanted and frustrated with God. You want a short-cut out of your fear. You abandon your faith, your trust, your hope, your prayer and consequently, your God. You now shift your attention to your personal strength, to people and to fetish sources. Thereby jeopardizing your eternity, in the beauties and glories of heaven. I tell you with all spiritual authority that of your personal power, that of any human, or fetish god, the wave of problems in your life will only succeed at the end in turning to a killer hurricane.
This, I tell you, dear friends, if you are truly a child of God, a believer in Jesus Christ, no fear in this world arising from trials, tribulations, barrenness…etc will ever overcome you. The big questions however are; Are you a true believer? Are you indeed a child of God? If you are, you must believe totally, trust Him totally and wait on Him totally. You must worship Him in truth and holiness, keep His commands and live in righteousness.
Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law of God; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:7-9)

I have searched through the Scripture so many times, and I have lived through these scores. I have not read, seen or heard where the Almighty God has ever defaulted, or the righteous confounded, or the cyclone of fear defeating those who fear the Lord. The plain fact is that total deliverance and life abundance in Jesus Christ are reserved only for those who totally obey and submit to His voice. Partial disobedience is total disobedience.
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