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By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: September 7, 2008 
Faith: The Key to Discipleship

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Heb 11:6

“…Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.”(Heb 11:35-38)


Perhaps the only honest measure of authentic faith and disciples is readiness for martyrdom. Not only the willingness to die for Christ and the sake of the gospel, but to live for Him. The Garden of Gethsemane and the Cross of Calvary are the true and permanent signature of the crucified and resurrected Christ. You must be ready to stand under the shadow of the cross. 
      A number of Christians ironically hold tenaciously to self deception trusting that faith and discipleship entail big robes and high ranks in the church, exalted positions, intellect, recognition, pride…etc – the trademarks of Pharisees, Sadducees and the biblical scribes. Matt 23:1-29. Outwardly they manifest the appearance of true believers but inwardly they are empty of divine values, only filled to the brim with the venom of serpents, the acrimony of tiger, the arrogance of peacock, the bitterness of Jezebel and the adulterous lifestyle of Rahab. When they are tempted with money or women, they crumble and succumb into slavery of immorality. At the slightest incursion of trial and tribulation, the little faith in them yields in search of worldly and fetish powers for deliverance.

    Every true convert receives a covenant of movement to the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey in this world and in the world to come. “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”, John 10:10, but the Red Sea must be crossed, the Jordan River must be crossed and the Amorites, the Moabites, Anakites, Jebusites etc must be conquered to get to the Promised Land. There is never a medal without success in athletics or battle and no crown until you have conquered. The witches, wizards, and the evil ones tormenting you are the Amorites, Anakites.
“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days (10 years). Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” Rev. 2:10-11

Trial/Adversity is never pleasurable to anybody, but believers must understand that God has a purpose for allowing difficulties in our lives. And our response and reaction to the trial determines whether we are indeed His disciples or we are still an easy prey for Satan’s Kingdom of eternal hell fire. Our adversity may be difficulty in getting a rightful spouse, or bearing children, it could be health, financial or spiritual warfare with witches, wizards and principalities of darkness, evil and wickedness. It could be rejection, stagnation at work, loss of a loved one or joblessness. They vary from individual to individual; in nature, time span, and intensity. But no problem is ever allowed against any individual without the pre-knowledge and nod of the Lord. It is sometimes allowed for external benefit of others- the Lord uses it to reveal the genuiness of our faith so that others might see it and be drawn to His Son. Acts 9:36-42. The difficulties allowed could be a tool in preventing a more severe problem from happening to us. Sometimes a pregnancy that could have resulted in a problem baby is lost, and sometimes the Lord refuses to remove a taunting ailment from our body to humble our prideful propensities and keep our focus on worship and service to God. 2 Cor. 12:7-10. Sometimes the wave of adversity is released against us to humble our pride and arrogance, adjust our Spirit of unnecessary bitterness and hatred, and modify our attitude of greed’ “I am thee wisest, the best, the richest, the all-knowing…” in order to conform us to the image of a true disciple. (See Heb 5:7-9, Rom 8:29). When a person is newly saved, he/she still has many rough edges to be smoothened. The journey ahead called sanctification, involves the process of regeneration into holiness – 1Pet. 1:14-16- regrettably, only few things build good character like sorrow, pain and misery. People rarely mature during pleasant times, but when they are processed through a furnace of depravity and sorrow, they quickly mature into submission into ways of holiness, humility, and obedience. God is however faithful – He controls the burdens so they are not too heavy to bear. 1 Cor10:13. He limits them because His intention is not to destroy you but to build your character. He designs the difficulty according to your personality, character, level of faith and the areas that need growth. Therefore, trials are tailor made in order to grow you to be more like Christ. The trials are made progressive – as God matures you and your faith increases, the intensity of the difficulties may seem to increase. The ultimate goal is to make you a disciple that is irreversibly heaven-bound.


Christ on the Cross is not a mere theological pre-condition for salvation. He is God’s enduring Word to the world saying, "See how much I love you, see how much you must love one another." As you look spiritually at the man upon the Cross with blood and water oozing out of the pierced sacred rib, the nailed palms and feet, rolls of blood all over the head engraved with the crown of thorns, you must make up your mind either to take your stand beside Him and share in His enduring perseverance, pains agony and unwavering faith in God, or else fall finally into a bottomless pit where arrogance, pride, hatred, bitterness, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, fighting, lying, stealing, and all forms of ungodliness are tormented and burned with unquenchable fire eternally.

You are called into discipleship, not followership: Matt 28:19, into a life that is lived entirely for God in Christ Jesus and observing the commandments of God as the key password to your life’s operating system. Discipleship entails a life lived as sacrifice for other people, appreciating others, caring and loving others unconditionally and accepting every individual for what he/she is without question. Christ loves us without discrimination; His life was that of a servant and not of a master, a leader and not a director – John 13: 5-17. A true disciple lives a very simple life, undefeated by temptations and un-frightened by adversity. A true disciple indeed and a paradigm of all authentic faith-biblical Joseph, being sold into slavery and hardship through the spirit of envy and jealously of his brethren and yet remained gracious to them, being lured into temptation of adultery by Potiphar’s wife, yet remained faithfully un-succumbing, being thrown into jail without justification yet remained unperturbed and steadfast in God.

However hidden and undramatic your faith may be, I pray that you will be daring enough to be different, humble enough to make mistakes, courageous enough to get burnt in the fire, and real enough to help others see that prose in not poetry, speech is not song, and tangibles, visible and perishables are not adequate for beings signed with the blood of the Lamb.

Celestial Church of Christ - Voice Of Grace Parish. Tel: 609-771-9227. Website: http:// www.celestialchurch-vog.com

