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Responding to Difficult Times

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Tough times have a way of separating the true believers from the lip service and fair-weather followers of Christ. It allows God to distinguish the wheat from the chaff, the citizens of the kingdom from the dreamers of the Kingdom. 

When those who profess to be believers and church goers are confronted with common, though different tribulations, those who are true believers/Christians and citizens of the Kingdom are driven closer to God, humbled yet strong in faith and fellowship, perplexed yet determined, overwhelmed by problems yet peaceful, friendly and godly,  bearing fruits of the spirit and focused on the unfailing promise and power of God. The others are impatient, dejected, hostile, completely demoralized – grumbling, and complaining, bitter in spirit, aggrieved in disposition, doubting the faithfulness of God and also compromising their worship service for a focus shifted from God to personal strength and  human help. At the time of prosperity, the church is an extension of their homes. In times of difficulty, the church becomes a forum of abhorrence and a waste of time. The way we respond to adversity determines the measure of our faith in God and God’s measure of confidence and love unto us. We should all know that hardship is an essence of life and until we are successfully seasoned with the fire of tribulation and temptation, we cannot be found refined or worthy of His Holy Kingdom.

A well anchored and thoroughly fastened boat at the harbor can only be bartered by the twister, wind, storm or even hurricane. When the storm subsides and tranquility returns, the boat regains its stability and peace.

I have lived and grown relatively grey; I have never seen, heard or experienced the failure of God’s faithfulness in the lives of those who live in His righteousness and are totally anchored on Him. He is all-knowing, all-hearing, and all-seeing Almighty God – the Creator, and Supreme Head of all that are in Heavens, firmaments, earth and the seas, both visible and invisible. He cannot fail, default or disappoint those who sincerely trust and wait on Him. He is of infinite power, authority and justice; reciprocating according to the ways and measure of faith of those who claim to be His own. However, the full and over flowing measure of His goodness, power and mercy remain, only,  in our total surrender to Him.

Jehoshaphat, King of Judah trusted the Lord and did what was just and right before God. His Kingdom was established; he was delivered from all his enemies and greatly blessed. Jehoshaphat, however, ended up in business union with Ahaziah, the wicked king of Israel and all his work were destroyed by God. 2 Chron :19-21. In this journey of life, don't be unequally yoked together with unbelievers and un-repenting workers of unrighteousness; get out of them before you are equally corrupted. 2Cor.6:15-18.  
Our God is a jealous God who will never compromise His justice or share His glory with anyone. Your trust and faith in Him must be total and your submission unto His ways must be irreversible if you must be counted among His beloved. 
The beloved Joseph, son of Patriarch Jacob/Israel, received a vision that he would be exalted to a pinnacle of authority when he was only 17. At that age of 17, we would not expect him to understand the importance of the vision or even deeply appreciate the ways and faithfulness of God. Yet the young man remained strong in faith, fearful of God, unflinchingly anchored on the  righteousness of God’s promise. He went through the shadow of death in a pit of hatred, bitterness, envy and jealousy, succumbed graciously to bondage and slavery in a strange land. He refused, out of fear of God to eat a forbidden fruit of fornication, cheaply offered by Potiphar’s wife and humbled himself graciously to terms of imprisonment for being righteous. For 13 years, he stood firm, strong, determined and focused on God and His righteousness, battling with trials, tribulation and temptations without looking back or murmuring. After 13 years in the tunnel of storm and hurricane, the unfailing covenant of God took him out of jail and placed him in charge of the entire affairs of Egypt – the first empire in the world.

Your enduring deliverance, healing, blessing, joy and eternal life are all covered by a single diploma in the Hand of God. It is never awarded until you have studied the ways, laws and judgment of the Lord, sat for the examination through the  process of trials, tribulation and temptations – and passed successfully. Medals are not awarded without winning a race and armor of battle is taken off for a crown of glory only after a successful return from battle. 

The bread and butter Christians – the weak in faith are destroyed by affliction, but the unwavering and determined believers are molded into stalwart soldiers of Christ after which they are made  a distribution center of blessing in this world and beacon of glory in the world to come.

 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26-27) 

Daniel, the servant of God rejected the delicacies of the King for tasteless food of sorrow and remained uncompromising in his faith, worship service and total obedience to the commandment of God. He snubbed the conspiracy of evildoers, refused to be coerced, intimidated and frightened with death through hungry lions. His focus on the Almighty Sovereign God and trust in the unfailing power of the Creator who is forever  in total control of all creatures, affairs and situations, remained valiantly anchored. The angry lions were mortified into domestication and the servant of the Most High was brought out unhurt from the den of the carnivores. It is the doing of the Mighty One of the Universe.
The going is, evidently, currently tough in every facet of life. As a child of God, you must get going, determined and unruffled in the faithfulness of Him that says " I am with you always, even unto the end of the world: He will never forsake or disappoint you but only if you are devoted to Him and obedient to His Commands. Remember  that without the risk of trials and temptations in this world, the risk of eternal hell fire remains imminent.  Cost-free Christianity will only succeed in producing wimps and pleasant personalities belonging to a church that is blasphemously using the name of Jesus to co-exist with the political race. Rev. 7:9-17. 
Finally brethren, as these global phenomenon of un-easiness unfolds in increasing dimension and intensity, be watchful and diligent to make your salvation a certainty; for the End of Age is at the door.

Remember that fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, covetous, murderers, extortioners, drunkards, liars, the proud, the unforgiving and all workers of iniquity will not have a portion in the glorious Kingdom of God. And to Him, the Ancient of Days and the Chief Shepherd of old be the glory, honor and power, majesty and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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