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HANDLING TRIALS AND DIFFICULT TIMES THE GODLY WAY.
"My brethren, count it all joy, when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But the patience have its perfect work that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing." "Blessed is the man who endures temptation, for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him." James 1: 2-4, 12.

<p>
Trials connote trouble, suffering and subjection - something that breaks the pattern of peace, joy, comfort and happiness in someone's life. It is often allowed by divine Providence to test the true quality, the true nature and the real character of something or someone. It is a subtle spiritual examination, analysis, and ex-ray of the value and reaction of every fabric of one's personality to fortune reversal. Every living being is subject to trial: the individual's response provides the evidence to identify and separate the chaff from the wheat, the true believers and the fake and cosmetic ones. Until you pass through the garden of Gethsemane and stand in the shadow of the Cross at Calvary you cannot be certified as a true apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 14: 25-33.
<p>

Apostle James advises that we consider all trials as joy but we all know that trials and joy have no resemblance. But James is requesting us to see trials and the resultant pains not from human perspective but from the angle of what God designs them to accomplish. Humanly speaking, trials hurt, but from God's point of view, it is an investment into an assured future of abundant peace, joy, and blessing. It further provides us the credentials of true apostleship and grace to the Kingdom of God.

<p>

If you want to be sustained in trials and in difficult times, to be strengthened and matured by the suffering, and emerge from it with full blast blessing, joy, peace and assured eternal glory, then your response must be godly. Godly response to trials must accept the following truths without any doubt or compromise: <p>

· That God is fully aware of your trials and problems. 

·  That God Himself has determined the timing, intensity and boundaries of the trials. 

·  That God is in total control of the timing and the intensity, and will never allow it to go beyond the boundaries set. Trials can only bend you, remould you and re-focus your drive, it can never break you or destroy you.
· That God has a specific purpose for your suffering which you may not understand until it is over.

· That the specific purpose is intended for your good and not evil, to manifest the goodness, glory, and majesty of God in your life and make you inherit the Kingdom of God. 2Tim.2:3-5, Phil.1:29. He is ever faithful and unfailing.
· This trial will prove to be profitable if you submit to God and trust in Him through it without compromising Him.

· Trying situations are opportunities not to destroy you or reduce you but to prove genuine faith and grow it.

· When you endure extreme pressure and tribulation without denying God through resentment and bitterness, the Lord will demonstrate His sustaining power and amazing glory in your life to the watching world.

· Your difficulties are used by the Father to produce Christ-like character in you.

· God will walk with you, holding your right hand throughout the trial. Isa. 43:2-4

· The Holy Spirit will empower you not only to survive but also to come out a conqueror.

Whatever has a beginning must have an end. The end may be long to arrive but when it finally arrives it will be glorious, amazing and dazzling. The end will certainly justify the long waiting. Just wait, you are almost there. <p>

Some of the problems we have that often prevent us from responding in a godly way to adversity include: <p>

· Impatience: We now live in a fast-paced  culture and accustomed to quick results. Waiting is now seen as applying to those who are not pro-active or those of gone old generations. When God does not answer us immediately and when we are unwilling to be patient our only option is to step out of the plan of God which often results in disappointment, failure, regret and loss of  the very best in the Treasury of God. Never you ever think that your time is running out if you are truly of the Lord. God is absolutely in control. Your time of primary blessing is of the Lord. Your haste can only settle you for a secondary blessing. Wait, I say wait on the Lord and you will rejoice in His unfailing faithfulness.

· Fear and defeat: Focusing on Christ is neither a natural re-action nor an easy one. Our instinct is to dwell on the situation at hand, searching for solutions through human beings or stewing over the pain and difficulty. Our inability, inadequacies, weakness and anxiety often frighten us into the valley of fear, hopelessness and dismay. The problem is seen as a scary monster. We are overwhelmed by a sense of self-defeat. But you need to understand that fear and defeat cannot survive long in a heart that knows and trusts God. You should understand that the Sovereign God of all creations is of infinite power, authority, and might. With Him nothing is difficult or impossible. He simply wants to know that you are not a cheap Christian or an aberration of Christianity. Without trials, tribulation and temptation faith will be reduced to a cosmetic package of hypocrisies. Place your entire focus on Christ, He is greater  and mightier than the problem frightening you. He can over-ride any power that might be plaguing you.
· Blame Game: Difficult circumstances bring us to crossroads. If you take the track of blaming God or being angry with Christ, suspecting your church, the Minister or members as responsible, thereby withdrawing from  church worship, disobeying His laws and living your life in bitterness, you will be dealing with negativities and resentment and you will remain for a very long time in your problem. 

Seeking Help outside God: If you are a true believer and worshipper of God, your problems are known to Him, approved by Him, and already resolved by Him. At the time appointed by Him you will emerge into unspeakable joy and glory. However, if you waver in your faith and therefore decide to seek help from fetish power of darkness the end result is sure to be disastrous. "But he that sins against Me wrongs his own soul: all they that hate Me love death." Prov. 8:36. Heb.10:35-39. <p>

The keys to getting Express deliverance/attention from God:<br>
· Re-kindle the fire of your worship before the Lord. Worship Him more violently. 
· Surrender all the problems to Him totally and be strong in your trust and faith in Him. 
·  Keep all the commandments of God and be totally obedient to His voice. Subdue temptation at all cost.
· Season your prayer with fire and random fasting, be persistent, tenacious, and focused.
· Let your prayer flow from a heart that is a fountain of purity, love, and compassion completely devoid of malice, hatred or bitterness.
· Imbibe and apply the two strongest instruments of mercy that often set a man free: forgive all those who have offended you and you will be forgiven. Give out lavishly to God and the less privileged and you will certainly receive.

Now that we are at the very verge of the end of Church age, preparing for Rapture, make sure that you cling firmly to Jesus otherwise the battle of your life will be lost to demons and you will be devoured  by Satan.
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