By: Evangelist Joseph O. Olorunnisola             Date: October 25, 2009 

Beware of end-time Heresies and Deception
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.” (Matt. 7:15-16)

We have finally come into the generation - that long awaited end-time generation of darkness and anti-Christ, a pervasive generation of bitter hatred for Christ and total snubbing and rejection of all ancient landmarks with the inscription of God. A generation that parades evil as good, that markets darkness as light and advertises eternal death as life-abundance. Prayers in schools and public places have been replaced with pledges, and similarly, reverence of Sabbath as the holy day for the Lord is now made a reservation for sports and shopping sprees. Malls, shops, corporate meetings, and school activities have now taken over the Sabbath of the Lord. The ship of the world has continued to move aimlessly without any Compass on the turbulent high sea.
The windows on high are opened and the strong foundations of the earth are violently shaking and reeling in contention, fountains of the great oceans are painfully crying out and the firmaments can no longer hold firmly on the planets and the galaxy of stars because the name and commands of the Most High God are now objects of ignominy and His anointed Son – Jesus Christ, a reproach, and object of cruel hatred.
 This is a period calling for heightened alertness from all believers – a period already prophesied. “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Tim. 3:1-5)

This is a period of widespread apostasy, when people shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of the devil. They will not be able to endure sound doctrines or accommodate the truth, but after their lusts shall heap up for themselves pastors and teachers preaching to them fables and inciting justification of their evil ways.

But we have been forewarned by the Master – “Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name saying, I am Christ and shall deceive many.”(Matth 24:4) 
But how do you identify false teaches and pastors? By their fruits!

Proceeds of robbery, drugs, frauds and illicit businesses are blessed by these ‘pastors’ as Christ’s abundant blessings. Homosexuality and abortions are justified as human freedom of right; ‘Co-habitation’ of man and woman without marriage, changing of spouses/partners in line with climatic change, adultery and fornication and immoral dress codes, even into churches, are never attacked or preached against as they are considered welcome fancies of civilization and privileges of high-profile celebrities.

Sins of wickedness, malice, hatred, bitterness, drunkenness, covetousness, idolatry, exploitation, abuse of the Sabbath of the Lord are all considered already covered and atoned by the love and grace of Jesus Christ. False prophets are all over the place, destroying homes, breaking marriages, and raveling in adultery.  “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.” (Gal. 2:17) Consider the following checklists prescribed by Apostle Paul to evaluate preachers and teachers of the word of God before following them:

1. Those whose sermons are anchored on vanities of the world: abundance, blessing, miracles etc: “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the Cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things.” (Phillip. 3:18-19). Withdraw from them.
2. Those who manipulate and deceive their hearers by twisting the word of God, decorating the bitter and heart piercing word of God in attractive packages through gesticulation, exciting promises and rosy language. They are interested in large followership of deception rather than scanty disciples of the truth – truth that is ever marked by un-exciting shadow of the Cross. Avoid them.
3. Those who are materialistic and greedy, trusting in sensuality and empire building. They are not representing the righteousness of God.
4. Those who preach one thing but practice another. Rom.2:1. Run from them.
5. Those who are politically prone. Pastors of the people rather than God. Their preaching is aligned to the propaganda of the earthly powers and the will of the people. They are more interested in keeping and increasing their followers who are wallowing in emotional boat of perdition rather than offending them into repentance and risk losing them. “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:10)

6. Those whose messages are simply fables, orations, wisdom of man and stories. These are unprofitable for salvation. They should be rejected.

7. Those whose lifestyles are questionable, unable to manage their passions or their homes: adopting two lifestyles – one to the world and the other shrouded in secrecy of sins. Don’t dwell in their camp.
Believers themselves must feast regularly on the word of God, cultivate the spirit of discernment and have a perfect understanding of  biblical standard in evaluating the authenticity of every message wrapped up in captivating eloquence and melodramatic show on the pulpit.

My friend, salvation is not as cheap as portrayed by most preachers. It entails the difficult and thorny path unto Calvary, standing in the dreadful shadow of the Cross and shivering under the echo of that desperation: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"  This is the only path unto the kingdom of God and this path is imperatively laced with the everlasting righteousness of heaven: wholly acceptance and selfish worship of the Most High God, acceptance and violent trust of Jesus Christ as the only Lord and Savior, and unwavering obedience of all the commandments of God, resonating a godly life, lived in love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, charity, humility, and faith. Let it be known, says the spirit of the Lord through Galatia 5:19-21 that all works of the flesh such as adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, malice, pride, variance, homosexuality, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envying, murders, drunkenness, unforgiving spirit, etc will not make it into God’s kingdom of glory.
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