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Death in The Tongue

"He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction." (Prov. 13:3). "The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity." (James 3:6).  Through an unbridled use of the tongue, a number of people had incurred sudden death, a number have been shackled in enduring illness, or imprisonment, a number had their glorious destiny re-defined and blackened out into misery. Families have been scattered, friendships destroyed, marriages dissolved, churches turned upside-down into desolation and nations thrown into wars.
  "The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell...But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison."(James 3:2-7). Most believers listen to sermons daily, feast on the word and some preach the message, yet their lives are ravaged by  lies, tale-telling, gossips,deceit, and dissemination of misinformation. It is far more profitable to quit reading the bible and stop hearing the word of God - giving them all to the devil if we do not desire to live by it. "Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit." (Prov. 18:21)

Experience teaches us no less clearly than reason, that human beings believe themselves to be free to use their tongues as they wish, they are often very conscious of their actions but more often unconscious or recklessly carefree of the consequences. What comes out of the mouth are plainly dictates of the mind and satisfaction of internal appetite and passion. "5 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned. (Matth 12:35-37)

The young Amalekite returning from the war zone on mount Gilboa claimed falsely to have killed King Saul: a subtle ruse intended to impress and secure the favor of David." So David said to him, how was it you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the Lord's anointed? Then David called one of the young men and said. "Go near and execute him!" And he struck him so that he died. So David said to him, "Your blood is on your own head, for your own mouth has testified against you saying, "I have killed the Lord's anointed." (II Samuel 1:1-16).
Despisement: "He who despises his neighbor sins; But he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he." (Prov. 14:21) More often out of contempt, malice, and hatred,  jealousy or pride, believers sometimes spitefully speak against their innocent neighbors to bring them down before others. The unbridled and pervasive ones would even recklessly speak evil against elders, to vilify dignitaries and those superior to them, without any fear - "and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord."(2Pet. 2:10-12)  By so doing, their inheritance is forfeited, and their  blessings destroyed. "Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, “How glorious was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!...Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death." (II Sam 6:20-23)
 Gossip/Slander:  "Who is the man who desires life, And loves many days, that he may see good? Keep your tongue from evil,  And your lips from speaking deceit. Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it." (Psalm 34:12-14)  Gossip includes any idle, contemptible or malicious talk designed to damage, harm or impair the personality, reputation, name or integrity of someone else. The tongue of him that gossips is anchored on, inspired and lubricated often by envy, jealousy, hatred, bitterness, malice or pride. They are vile, morally despicable, without virtue, without honor and of worthless character. Through calculated evil imagination, they would sit and process a concoction of lies, mischief and distortions, disseminating the same to create a chain of destructive reactions and stimulate an environment of hostility, disharmony, suspicion and hatred among brethren. They simply intend to look good, create confusion, or  justify their profane agenda. They are the descendants of Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabed, Sanballat and Tobiah. Both Isaiah 33:1 and Romans 1:29-32, Colossians 3:8 and Proverbs 6:16 warn: "These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren." Gossip has the power to hurt feelings, destroy reputations and divide churches. When the motivation is to mar a reputation or create instant camaraderie, lips move loosely, and tongues wax recklessly - this often happens while discussing someone's misfortune. But remember that those who gossip are often rewarded by God with misery, misfortune, sorrow,  and humiliation. 
A desire to please God and reflect His grace prompts us to speak only those things that edifice Christ, build others up and creates relationships of peace, love and harmony. (Eph 4:29)
Liars: "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." (Rev. 21:8) The Lord Jesus warns in Matth 5:37 "But let your communication be, Yea,  Yea, Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil" Liars are easy virtue people, people of inferiority complex, and vile personalities who are slaves of their environment, often frightful, trying to look good, trying to please all people in all circumstances, tying to exploit others and situations and lacking in integrity and self-confidence. They are cheap, cowards and morally depraved. The Savior Jesus classified liars as children of Satan that can never behold the glory of God, unless they repent "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it." (John 8:44)
Believers should pray with Psalm 141:3-4 and put their  passion and tongue under control: Why would you lose your inheritance, destroy God's promise, or live your lives in misery and shame?
Proud Talk/Bullying. Remember Him that warns "Talk no more so exceeding proudly, let not arrogance come out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed". 1Sam. 2:3. The provocative arrogance of Peninnah and the glory of her many children were sunk into total ignominious obscurity, while Hannah was exalted unto a pinnacle of glory.
The arrogant order of Ahab the king against Micaiah, and the boastful declaration of Sennacherib, great king of Assyria against  king Hezekiah were silenced summarily by God into their graves.
Great king Nebuchadnezzar was turned into a beast and chased from his lofty palace to graze with the animals in the wilderness while king Herod was eaten up by worms and maggots while he was still speaking. Fear God, and be temperate, humble, gracious and truthful in your utterrances.
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