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By: Evangelist Joseph Olorunnisola                                   Date: April 13, 2008

DEALING WITH TEMPTATION

Is temptation a sin? Is it escapable? Why should God allow temptation in the life of a believer? Is there any defense against it? First and foremost, get the difference right: Temptation is a test of obedience to God’s commands, while trial is a test of faith.

For a believer in Christ whose focus is anchored on the eternal Kingdom of God, temptation is an active and dynamic device of Satan to incite a believer against God, stimulate the spirit of disobedience against the Most High’s commands, with a view to substituting temporary benefits for an everlasting benefit/joy. Temptation is certainly not a sin. Our Lord Jesus was tempted by Satan with bread, with wealth and with pride of power, but Satan was subdued. How did Christ make it?

Again, temptation is MUST: a mandatory tunnel through which every Christian must pass. It is the barometer to measure the level of your obedience: “for every one shall be salted with fire and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” Mark 9:49. “To him that overcometh (his temptations and trials) will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and am set down with my Father in His throne.” Rev 3:21. Overcoming your temptation is so imperative for entry into the Kingdom of  God that our Lord Jesus Christ re-emphasized in Mark 9:43-48 “And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into eternal life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: for it is better to enter into heaven with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire”.

The common areas of temptation are the triple “W” – women, wealth, and wants. The truth about temptation is that it is an enticement to take our God’s - given desires beyond God’s – given limits. We all feel the pull of our natural sinful selves to do and think things that are immoral. In this lifetime, we will never be so mature or spiritually minded that we can relax our vigilance. Satan is always around to capitalize on our weakness and selfish desires. Temptation is often based on fantasy: we will tell ourselves it is okay to look, admire, or think as long as we don’t act. But if we allow ourselves to dwell on tempting thought, that idea gets connected to emotions, and it produces desire. Desire grows until a choice must be made about whether to act. Temptation starts small: a “one won’t hurt attitude” – a bottle of drink only, one stick of cigarette only, one lie, one embrace, one kiss, one inducing joke only etc. The problem is that once we give in, sin gets bigger, and more demanding until it turns to a lifestyle. Temptation never completely goes away. The intensity and form of what entices us may change with time and spiritual maturity, but as long as we are in this earthly bodies, we will never be entirely free of it. That is why we must build a strong defense against this spiritual menace.

 
The first defense is to live as a born again Christian in  Jesus; trusting that God is absolutely in control , and believing that no temptation beyond our limit will be allowed by God. 1Cor.10:13. In other word, we should trust that Him that is in us is greater than the tempter –Satan.  This faith must be upheld by ceaseless prayer that is seasoned with emotional fire, feasting daily on the Word and subduing our souls  randomly with fasting.

Secondly, we are to discipline our minds to focus  on the permanent pictures of heaven – its indescribable beauty, the glory, peace, pleasure, the splendor, and the everlasting nature of them all, rather than the momentary pleasure in submission to temptation. Our Lord Jesus completely focused on his divine missions: to reveal the Father to the world, to recover the lost sheep, to die a substitutionary death for sinners, to grant deliverance to believers from the stronghold of Satan by the power of his blood, the authority of his name and seal of his testimony, and to provide life abundance. Total commitment and focus on his missions with prayer and fasting provided the key of success.

The third is to be proactive in identifying our weakness: women, wealth, insatiable wants for self-aggrandizement, pride, anger, bitterness, or hatred. It is also important for us to know the weakest point of our vulnerability, and to be pre-emptive of Satan’s strategy – his smart move to attack us at our weakest point – when we are angry, hungry, lonely, frustrated, or emotionally incensed. Focus on your weak area, wage both spiritual and physical war against it, and be alert to repel Satan’s incursion. Be on the offensive!!!

The fourth defense is to ask yourself: Is this temptation a violation of God’s commandment? What is the consequence? Am I ready to pay the price? By succumbing to temptation you may forfeit God’s covenant, you may lose your divine protection against the evil world, you may delay or forfeit your deliverance, favor or blessing, and above all, your salvation. Is it really worth it? Think twice before taking a plunge into sin.

Adam and Eve succumbed to temptation and became architects of man’s fall and mortality. Gen. 3. Esau failed and sold his birth right for one morsel of meat. Heb.12:16-17. Saul, the first king of united Israel succumbed and lost his thrown, the power of holy spirit, and his life. 1 Sam.15:10-28. King David yielded to temptation by sleeping with Bath-Sheba: he was crowned with the height of humiliation, lost the grace, glory, and majesty of his kingship, and also brought generational sword and bloodshed into the household of Israel. 2 Sam. 11 & 12. Joseph, the son of Jacob, however, chose the fear of God, subdued his carnality, rejected the inducement into fornication and was exalted by God from a prisoner to the rank of a Prime –Minister. Gen. 39-41.

      The truth about God’s ways, holiness, and dreadful judgment are already made known to believers. However many people ignore the reality because it interferes with their preferred lifestyle. Instead they chase false philosophies, heresies, crafting their own truth to justify their ungodliness. Know this, that all the blame game, the denial and atheistic arguments in this world cannot change what has forever been settled in heaven: that God created you to worship Him, obey His commands, fear Him, honor Him, and love your neighbors. If you reject this truth, you have yourself to blame.  Happy Sabbath. 
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