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By: Evangelist Joseph Olorunnisola           Date: April 01, 2007.
The Cross of Calvary 

To different people, the Cross means different things. For those destined for destruction it is foolishness. To the unbelievers, it is a symbol of eccentricity. To the chief priests, the Pharisees, and Sadducees, it was a platform for the elimination of a nuisance, removal of a formidable threat to their authority and position. To Pontus Pilate, it was an execution stake for an innocent victim of bitterness, hatred, and outrageous jealousy, but for the disciples, it was a tree of profound mystery, faith and life. To the Romans, it was a ruthless method for executing high level criminals. Added to this was the crown of thorns piercing the skull, brutal horse whipping, generating stripes of blood flow and most humiliating assault of all kinds and dimensions. 

But why would God, the Father allow his own son to pass through this gruesome and most ruthless experience without intervention? The Holy Scripture (1s. 53: 4) confirms that he was smitten and afflicted by God himself. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him: God hath put him to grief to make his soul an offering for your sins and my transgressions. 1s. 53:10.
My Lord Jesus Christ in his response to Pontus Pilate’s self aggrandizement also confirmed, “Thou could have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above” (John 19:11). It is therefore evident that God Almighty had personally allowed for this ruthless substitutional punishment to reflect the depth of His wrath for the detestable, heinous and diabolical sins of man. It is a substitutional   punishment for your condemnation and my damnation into an everlasting lake of fire. The innocent King of righteousness – Jesus Christ was substituted for the condemned armed robber Barabbas who was awaiting execution for his sins. You and me were the condemned Barabbas released and set free from our sins  because of the son of God’s acceptance to be the sacrificial lamb. 
Now as a Christian, what then do you think that the Cross represent? A symbol of protection hanging in your vehicle or home!!! To a truly redeemed believer already marked for eternal salvation it is the power of God; the tree of life (1 Corinthians: 1 – 18). 
But for those who reject the truth, Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, it is a symbol of condemnation unto eternal hell fire, because by rejecting the truth, they are once again crucifying afresh the Son of God (Heb. 6:6). For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remained no more sacrifice for sins; but a certain fearful judgment and fiery indignation. Heb 10: 26.
Brethren in the Lord, meditate and reflect on the ways and judgment of God. If God could be so ruthless towards his innocent son before your sins and my iniquities could be atoned, how much more would his judgment be instant and dreadfully consuming if you reject his mercy by living the rest of your life in sins of fornication, adultery, homosexuality, idolatry, lying, covetousness, stealing, murder, extortion and other forms of ungodliness.

Do not be deceived, our Lord Jesus Christ has NOT been crucified for your pleasure  and comfort but for you to live a righteous and holy life (1 Pet. 1:15),  
You Barabbas of old, in the business of armed and pen robbery, you Mary Magdalene of the past- in the business of fornication, adultery and demonic possessiveness, you Ahab and Jezebel of yesterday -in idolatry  and ruthless wickedness, you Judas Iscariot – a false witness, and you former citizen of Sodom, an homosexual, remember that if you  return again into your past works of darkness and sins after being paroled by the atoning blood of Christ Jesus – such as hatred and bitterness towards your neighbor, fetish practices, adultery, fornication, idolatry, extortion, homosexuality, lying, stealing, false witnessing, murder, pride, drunkenness, indecent dressing – exhibition of nudity, wickedness, etc… I tell you in all sincerity, that you are already preparing for your life hereafter in eternal hell burning day and night with fire and brimstone. It is an everlasting life in a lake of fire – an everlasting life of lamentation, gnashing of teeth, severe pain, agony and sorrow. Heb 6: 3-5, 1 Peter 4:18, 2 Pet. 2: 21-22, Rev. 14: 9-11, Rev.20:12-15, Rev. 21:8 

The good news, however, is that it is not too late for you to repent and turn unto the Lord Jesus Christ. His two hands of mercy and salvation are now stretched unto you. Come unto Me He is silently saying, and I will deliver and save you. Will you ignore this glorious call? Please accept Christ into your life today and be saved. Tomorrow may be too late. Fear God, worship Him, and keep His commandments and your life will become a radiation of his glory, peace, security, joy, and blessing. Your life after this physical death, in the glories and beauties of heaven where there is no more death , sickness or sorrow will also be assured.The whole duty of man on earth is to fear and serve God, and to keep his commandment. Eccl. 12:13.
As you are preparing for Easter- the resurrection of our lord and savior Jesus Christ, I strongly beseech you today to withdraw from all acts of darkness and sins. Find time to worship God and keep his commandments. This is the only basis for counting yourself among his own. If you love Me He says, keep my commandments.
May the good Lord of the Sabbath grant you the spirit of vision, understanding and discernment to know that all the glamour of this world are nothing but vanity without any eternal value or reward?
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