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Courage Under Fire
Play life safe and you will keep out of harm. Be careful, be cautious, don’t offend anybody, don’t take any risk, don’t aspire for any greatness and you will not die on Mount Nebo. Let us live snuggly without risk, and life will soon be little more than a thick gelatinous stream of comfortability and ignorance. Without the courage for risk, our life’s coastline would remain delineated and the horizon of our spiritual attainment circumscribed. The courage to risk is indeed the heart of faith and the strength of trust in the Lord.

“And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the Cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death...” Rev. 21:6-8. The cowards, the Bible says, will have their portion in the lake of fire.

Prior to the Pentecost, the track record of the twelve apostles was not too exciting. The gospel of Matthew 8:23-26 and 14:24-29 recorded the tremendous fear and trepidation that the petrified disciples displayed when their boats where battered by the raging wave of the sea. They had failed to realize that with Christ in their boat, they were sure to have a fierce encounter with Satan. They were also revealed as often being sorrowful, emasculated, and dejected, even sometimes denying and deserting Jesus Christ when the Lord was with them.  

But fifty days after the resurrection of Christ, they were engulfed in a stormy wind and overshadowed by flames of fire resting on each one of them. They were now possessed by the Holy Spirit: the known timidity, fear, evasiveness and helplessness, gave way to courage, fearlessness and articulate witnessing unto the power of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Most High God. The once worried, inconsistent and unbelieving disciples are now vibrant and fire-brand workers of righteousness, fighting valiantly with lions, unperturbed by glitter of the enemy’s swords, like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and Daniel, refusing to accept deliverance from torture, scourging fire, stoning, imprisonment and execution. They lived their lives in destitution, affliction and persecution, yet remained strong, courageous and tenaciously determined to make their salvation a certainty. After your conversion, are you now a soldier of Christ or a coward for eternal hell fire? The courage to risk sets us free from our self imposed limits and moves us into uncharted waters of massive opportunities, and recognition for man’s honor and for God’s higher commission.  
God’s empowerment and glorious use of these flawed, weak, and deficient disciples to accomplish His noble purposes is a resounding affirmation to those of us, still trapped in feelings of inadequacy, inferiority and fear that we are objects of God’s delight and possible vessel of His empowerment, if we would yield ourselves unto Him as a living sacrifice. 
 A number of Christians and even pastors are members of fraternities of darkness, while many continue to wear armor of Beelzebub and apron of Lucifer for fear of death and license of long life. But thus says the Lord, “Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we are in agreement. When the overflowing scourge passes through, it will not come to us. For we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood we have hidden ourselves” Therefore thus says the Lord God: “ Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily. Also I will make justice the measuring line, and righteousness the plummet; the hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters will overflow the hiding place. Your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the overflowing scourge passes through, then you will be trampled down by it”. (Isaiah 28:15-18). When fear drives you to add anything to the name of Jesus, you will eventually die in this world and also end up in Hell – the lake of fire burning with brimstone and sulfur. 
Prophet Nathan confronted Kind David fearlessly with God’s ruthless verdict of doom  against the King and his household for the adultery against the wife of Uriah.  1 Sam 12: 1-12. And also unto King Ahab, Prophet Micaiah, the son of Imlah said: “if you ever return from the war in peace, then the Lord has not spoken by me.” 1 Kings 22:28. Unfortunately, pastors, evangelists and most servants of God of this terminal generation have jettisoned the fear of God for the fear of men. We have continued to barter courage for passivity, and truth for political expediency and social compromise, simply to look good and avoid offending. Most of us are hopeless cowards lacking the conviction that to live without risk is to risk not living. Such people stand condemned and their works rejected says the Lord in Isa. 57:11-13. 
When we find ourselves under attack by witches, wizards, agents of darkness and principalities of evil and wickedness - how do we react? Do we remain adamantly faithful – trusting violently in God’s power of deliverance, fortifying ourselves with fasting, violent prayer and night vigil, and even ready to lose our lives in the process: such as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who stood their ground on God, rejected King Nebuchadnezzar threat and surrendered themselves to be thrown into a burning fiery furnace. No! Many of us who are believers, and ministers of God are cowards, who, rather than stand on the side of God and damn the consequence over the mortal flesh, would cowardly receive the mark of Satan through consultation with herbalists, fetish priests, & oracle of darkness, to stay temporarily secured and thereby shut the door of heavens against ourselves. I knew a faithful servant of God who rejected the demand of a fraternity of darkness to be healed and chose to die a martyr for heavenly sainthood. If you are so confronted, how would you respond?
The constant challenge facing Christians is the courage to translate what we believe and preach into our daily lifestyles. Indeed a very risky business. A number of pastors would bury Talismans and all sorts of voodoo in their churches, to magnetize influx of members and many would lavish their congregations with gospel of blessings and abundance avoiding head-on collision with condemnable practices of the members for fear of loosing them. In such synagogues of Satan, truth is forbidden and righteousness is unwelcomed. All that is important is the anointing oil of deception and exploitation. On judgment’s day, there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth in hell fire. 
        As Christians, we must know that the world itself is a risk. We must therefore be prepared to challenge risky situations with determined spirit of Stephen and Paul apostle – ready even to die in faith for our sainthood rather than compromise for a lamentable eternity. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, not things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom. 8:28-29.
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