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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola                          Date: August 26, 2007 

Be Ye Perfect

Do not be deceived or misled by any heresy. The message has not changed, despite the substitutionary sacrifice offered by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary.

“And when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared unto Abram and said unto him, I am the Almighty God, walk before me and be thou perfect.” Gen. 17:1. Yet our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ without compromising the stand of the Father, upheld in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” The gospel cannot be fine-tuned or window-dressed. It is straight and direct.
Yes, you are not alone in trusting that a man born of woman cannot be perfect. How can any human be perfect in this world of sins? Even Bildad, the Shuhtite says in Job 25: 4; “How then can a man be justified with God? Or how can he be clean that who is born of a woman? If so, why then has Christ died for humanity on the Cross? 
Jesus died to nail the hereditary sin – derived from Adam to the Cross, and to give you a new life that is sanctified for His glory and edification. When you accept Christ into your life as your Lord and Savior, you are born again through a process of regeneration by water and Holy Spirit – that is baptism by water and the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:2-7) .Through the indwelling Holy Spirit, you are sanctified on daily basis and progressively nurtured in faith and developed in spirit, to conform to the image of Christ in your thought, character, behavior, utterances and discipline. 

If you surrender yourself to him completely, the Holy Spirit will adjust the way you think, the way you see the world and the way you see others which are the basis of your outward behaviors and actions. The Holy Spirit’s work is to transform our minds and hearts so that our character is markedly different from that of our unsaved peers. Only when we submit ourselves to the control of the Holy Spirit can we then speak and act as children of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ wants our lives to be a reflection of His personhood, a reflection of God’s righteousness, love, humility and kindness. He knows that we cannot be totally sinless in our human body. “But seeing that we have purified our souls in obeying and submitting only to the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, loving one another with a pure heart, and also being born again, not of corruptible seed, such as gold, silver and other world vanities but of incorruptible, by the word of God which abideth forever; (1 Pet. 1:22-23) we would be able to become a fulfillment of the ten commandments and also escape all possible presumptuous sins.

When you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior all your previous sins are forgiven and the past period of darkness and ignorance is completely overlooked by God (Acts 17: 22-31). Now you are adopted into the household of God and set apart as a child of God for a sacred purpose. You are no longer to chase after your own selfish gain and interest but things of peace and joy to others, edifying Christ by your personality and bringing honor and glory to God Almighty by your lifestyle. As members of God’s family who are called upon to reflect His glory, believers are called saints. The word ‘Saint’ shares its root with sanctification. We are given this moniker, not because we live sinless lives, but because we live a life that is consistent with the One that we represent on earth. “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance. But as He which hath called you is holy, So be ye holy in all manner of conversation. Because it is written, BE YE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 1 Peter 1: 14-16.

Jesus Christ has not died so that we may continue to live in sins, He has died so that we may be purified from sins and sanctified for deeds of heavenly glory and honor. Christ is the fulfillment of the laws (Matt 5:17) If you are a child of God, Christ must be fulfilled in you. If Christ is fulfilled in you, then the ten commandments are fulfilled in you : 

· Thou shall not have any other God before Jehovah – the Almighty God

· Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image, serve or worship them.

· Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
· Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
· Honor thy father and thy mother.
· Thou shall not kill.
· Thou shall not commit adultery.
· Thou shall not steal.
· Thou shall not bear false witness.
· Thou shall not covet anything that is of thy neighbor.
Three times shall thou have convocation  before me in a year – thou shall not appear empty handed before me.

‘Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sins is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose, the Son of God is manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God does not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him and he cannot sin because he is born of God.” 1 John 3: 7-9

As a believer, you are to flee from sin and whenever you find yourself in sin, rend your heart and not your garment, and with contrite heart confess, repent and return to those ever stretched gracious hands of love of the Father. When we are vigilant about keeping our lives clean of sin, then the Holy Spirit can work to mature us in our faith making us golden vessels that pour God’s love upon the world. 

I tell you the truth, if you still commit sins without repenting, you are not under the grace of Christ’s redemption. 1 Tim.1:9-10. “For if the righteous are scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” 1 Peter 4:18.  Please make every effort to be perfect: keep all the laws of God, worship Him in truth and spirit, remain faithful in Him and you will be established in this world and in the glorious Messianic Kingdom to come.
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