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By: Evangelist Joseph O Olorunnisola                                     Date: April 22, 2007
THE BATTLE FOR YOUR SOUL

Have you ever found time to reflect on the essence of this world? Has it ever dawned on you that this world is a battlefield and everyday you are at the battle front! A battle far more fierce and of greater consequence than the Iraq war. Iraq war involves the loss of mortal body, but the spiritual war involves a possible loss of both your life and your eternity into hell fire.

Apostle Peter, therefore, cautions in 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary, the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” While apostle Paul admonishes in Ephesians 5:16: “Redeem the time with prayer, because all days are evil”. 

Two agents are contesting every passing minute for your soul – are you aware of this?

No! You are not aware, that is why you are always sleeping, and at best often praying  like someone under the influence of a dose of sleeping medicine – weak, lethargic, stereotyped, and unfocused. When you go to bed, evil forces are at work to reduce your sleep to a nightmare  and your bed to a grave or at best to a hospital bed. When going out in the morning for your daily work routine – principalities of wickedness are determined to ensure that you return not to your home, but to the morgue through accidents, intentional or stray bullets or even a sudden spiritual attack on your heart…etc.

Everyday you are definitely  passing through the valley of the shadow of death. Every minute that you spend in this world, you are under perils of robbers, perils of bullets, perils of assassins, perils of rapists, abusers and kidnappers,  perils of accidents, perils of natural disasters,  perils among false brethren, perils of witches, wizards, occultists and other principalities of wickedness and perils of health failure.

Most of the time, you are either in distress, or in depression, in frustration, in hunger, in mental, emotional or physical pains - pains of joblessness, bareness, illness or sudden misfortune. More disturbing is the attack, the rejection, bitterness, hatred and violence from those who are supposed to be your brethren, relatives and friends. Not a single person in the entire universe has ever lived a completely problem free life. 
Is this, indeed a world of pleasure or a battlefield calling for the entire armor of God at every passing second? Your prayer must not only be strong, determined, focused and relentless, it must also be duly seasoned with fire. You are not dealing with flesh but with mountains and hills of ruthless wickedness in high places; invisible forces of darkness. 

 Why sleep ye? said Christ unto the disciples, Rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. Luke 22:46.
The two forces contesting for your soul are the agent/spirit of Christ and that of Satan. Regrettably, over 70% of beings including most of those in ‘churchianity’ are yielding to the spirit/agent of Satan, (Luke 13:23-24, Prov. 16:25 ) because it is a painless path, a short cut to riches, a frameless freedom devoid of any morality, a path of reckless and unbridled ungodliness, fine-dressed as civilization. It is a path without any moral obligation. Most people on this path get easily rich, powerful, prominent, celebrated and promiscuous. Others are woefully wretched because they’re yielding tools for Satan. This class often readily become victims of sudden catastrophe and devastations; for “except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” Psalm 127:1. 

Following the agent/spirit of God is, however, laced with a number of trials and tribulation, and consequently, only few people are willing to yield to this spirit of Christ. But true believers must appreciate that their faith in Christ must of necessity be tested by terrible trials (Mark 9:49, Acts 14:22) before they can be considered His own.

· God permits trials in our lives to purify us. When we are under severe pressure of hardships, we are sober, submissive and more willing to listen, obey and do away with shameful sins.

· Trials are used by God to expose the nature of love in us- whether we love God because of what we can get from Him or because we consider it as our divine obligation. Deut 8:2
· He uses trials to demonstrate His power of deliverance. When we go through a hurricane of trial and we are delivered by His awesome power, we would become testimonies to lead unbelievers and those who are still feeble in faith unto Christ. 

· Trials are allowed by God most of the time to equip us for commissions and ministries of greater challenge.
Unless you are a prayer warrior anchored on the only Rock of deliverance – Jesus Christ, you are unlikely to live a fear-free life, particularly during this end-time. “This, know also, that in the last days, perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of themselves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good; traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.” II Tim. 3:1-4. 

It is therefore, not surprising that the number of ongoing blood gangs and unholy fraternities are growing daily in cities and colleges all over the world – sending waves of shocking homicides and horrifying trepidation across the globe. Who can escape these end-time crises worldwide? Only those who are effectively in Christ, worshipping God devotedly, keeping His commandments and trusting on His faithfulness. Committing your life and your ways unto the Lord is not an option!!! It is the only true path of peace, joy, and safety in this perilous world, and glorious life in the imminent messianic kingdom of Jesus Christ.  “Because thou has kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” Says the Lord. Rev. 3:10.
The message is very clear, unless you accept Christ into your life, worship God devotedly, and keep His commandments, you cannot expect being delivered by Him in the day of trouble. “When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer, they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me.” Prov. 1:24-28.
Today,  surrender yourself to Christ and render Satan a failure. Have a blessed Sabbath.
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