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WALKING AWAY FROM GOD

“From that time, many of the disciples went back and walked no more with Him” John 6 vs. 66.
Why would the entire seventy followers withdraw from following Jesus Christ?  Because He was completely consumed in promoting only the Kingdom of God where eternity in love, joy, peace and glory reside.  This was not in consonance with their own ambition to acquire the gifts in Christ simply to boost their personal ego and promote their earthly fame and empire.

“After these things, the Lord appointed other Seventy and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place whither He himself would come…And the Seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.  And Jesus said, ‘Behold, I give unto you power to tread on Serpents and Scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not; that the Spirits are subject unto you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.’ Luke 10 vs. 1, 17-19.  Though the Seventy were elated by the fact that evil spirits were subdued, the sick ones healed and other works of miracles were done in the name of Jesus through them, this, however, provided no guarantee of entry into the kingdom of God.  Because in the Kingdom of God, the world’s Idea of significance is turned upside down. Servant-hood, humility, mercy, love, caring for the needy, child-like purity and open-heartedness are of the greatest value.  Spiritual posturing, self-righteousness, pride, jealousy, hatred, bitterness, and anger will keep us out of His kingdom.  Moreover, for how long will they continue without purse, shoes, clothing and food? They could not endure any longer so they walked away from the Savior.
But why are you also walking away from Jesus? Is it because you have been fasting and praying for this long, attending various prayer and revival sessions and yet nothing positive has happened!!!
A number of believers have walked away from God after seeking the face of the Lord for years without any answer to their prayer.  Some of the agonizing problems include lack of a spouse, need for children, unemployment, poor health, shackles of the enemy, and family instability.  Some have walked away from God when everything seemed completely out of control and God appeared silent; some would leave when asked to move in a particular direction that seems illogical and risky, while some, when painful and traumatic situations continue unabated, making them wonder whether God really sees, hears or cares.
But pause for a second and ask yourself; would walking away from God resolve the problem or rather multiply and complicate it?  Ask yourself further: Could the Creator of Heaven, Earth and all things therein visible and invisible be blind, deaf or dumb? Is this God insensitive to feelings or simply uncaring? Could your problem be beyond His powers? Is He actually aware of the enormity of the pains that you are going through? Maybe He doesn’t understand?

Yes we all have times of doubt and a shaken faith when our expectations of God are frustrated by the realities of our devastating situations.  Many of us want to trust Him completely, expending most of our resources and time to worship Him, seek Him and exalt Him but we are sometimes unable to sustain the trust when things happen that tend to question, challenge or ridicule our faith and trust.

But perhaps I should let you know that we are currently going through the tumultuous end of time period when our sense of security and wellbeing is challenged.  A period of ruthlessly destructive invasion by Satan into houses, families, relationships, jobs, schools, finances, health and joyous aspirations of believers;  a period of heightened violence, tension, natural disasters, economic ruin, devastating pestilence, social bankruptcy and political upheaval.  Who can be totally free of them all? A period already forewarned by the Lord, Jesus Christ.

In spite of all the tribulations, Job submitted to God saying, “I know that you can do everything and that no thought of any human being is hidden from you” Job 42 vs. 2.  Prophet Habakkuk 3:17-19 also concurred saying, “Even if the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit in the vines, even if the labor of the Olive trees fail and there is no more herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the Lord of my Salvation.  The Lord is my strength and He will make my feet like hinds feet and He will make me to walk upon high places.” 
Whenever you are tempted to doubt and walk away, remember the unfailing truth about the majesty of God:

· He is the Creator of all things living and inanimate, visible and invisible, good and evil, light and darkness, Heaven, firmament, earth, the seas and the fullness thereof.  He created all and He is in control of them all. Psalm 24, Is.45 , Gen. 1 

· He is Omnipotent: Having infinite authority, total and absolute control and influence over all.

· He is Omnipresent: He is present in all places at all times.

· He is Omniscient: having infinite awareness, understanding and insight.

· He is of infinite existence without any beginning and without any end.

· He is Almighty: all powers, dominions, orders, authorities, principalities, thrones are subject to Him.  He is worshipped daily by trillions of angels who surround His throne of power, praising Him and rejoicing in His amazing and dazzling glory.  He is of infinite power and authority.

· He is completely sovereign: He has no counselor, no advisor, and no equal. He does what He wants and none can question Him.  He is of infinite dominion, authority and majesty. Isa. 40 vs. 13-18.

· He is absolutely holy, righteous, truthful and just.  His ways are ways of justice and judgment.  No tiny dots of sin can come near Him.  His wisdom, understanding and knowledge are of infinite dimension.

It should be clear to you now that God knows your genealogy-your fore-parents, the seeds of joy or sorrow planted by them which may partly be plaguing you. He is aware of your prayer, every aspect of your situation, the source and the cause; and the solution remains with Him. Then why is the Lord  not answering? Because;

· You are still struggling with the same habit of unrighteousness – sin: “Let the wicked forsake his ways and the unrighteous man his thoughts and let him return to the Lord and He will have mercy upon Him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. ” Isa. 55:7-8.

· God calls for enduring patience: Because the joy and glory reserved for you are over-whelming, your faith shall be subject to acid test by Satan and your patience stretched into humiliation.  When you wait patiently doing good, worshipping Him faithfully and keeping His laws, you will be overwhelmed  when He comes with your multiple blessings both in this world and the world to come.  For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be your strength…blessed are all they that wait for Him. Isa. 30 vs. 15 -18, Luke 21 vs. 19, Heb 10 vs. 35 – 39.  If you walk away from God then you have lost your inheritance to someone else.

· Cleansing Process: In some cases, the Lord delays your blessing to serve as a cleansing weapon for the sins you have committed.  If you wait patiently in righteousness, He will restore you and grant your request.  But if you walk away, the delay is prolonged. It is forfeited if you fail to return to Him.
· To prepare you for greater commission:  Sometimes the Lord allows a storm of adversity to strengthen, empower and prepare the chosen ones for a greater commission. Don't walk away.

· God’s Timing : The timing of God’s gift is a perfect equilibrium and a thoroughly refined prize for faith, patience and godliness that endures into generations.  Blessing secured in haste is never blessed.

Brethren, your strength is the knowledge of God, appreciating that from the inception of time, He has never failed, defaulted or disappointed those who honestly persevere in His righteousness.  Submitting totally to His plan and His faithfulness; you will certainly receive from Him.  But those who are lured away to herbalists, occultists, fraternities of darkness or even clubs of ungodly friends, they will receive marks of Satan, their grey days will be spent in misery and they will end up undoubtedly in the eternal lake of fire.  Return and be saved.
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