THE STORM OF FAITH

The 66 books contained in The Bible were written over a period of 1500 years by about 45 spiritually inspired men on three continents. The Bible is a complete, unified and irreversible stand of God on his determined will, desired will and permissible will. It is the complete open plan of God on His personhood, His nature, His ways, Righteousness, Sins and judgment. This amazing book provides a renewed meaning and interpretation in consonance with the values of every age. The truths provided remain as pertinent today as it was 3000 years ago and will still remain impeccable for as long as the earth remains. It is the image of God, His ways and the reverberating echoes of His voice. He is unchangeable. He is boundless in space and time, and unlimited in righteousness, mercy and justice. As there cannot be sunset without sunrise, so is the Grace of Jesus, Grace into the heavenly glories. It cannot be attained without faith, and yet faith cannot be established without storm – a wilderness of storm.

This is part of the unchangeable ‘determined will’ of the Sovereign God for every soul that shall be favored with eternal crown. There is a promised land before every individual but the red sea must be crossed from Pihahiroth and the terrifying wilderness of Horeb unto Kadesh-barnea must be experienced. Our faith must be challenged and put on trial. A journey that should have taken the ancient pilgrims 11 days from the land of bondage in Egypt to the promised land – the land of Canaan- flowing with milk and honey, took them 40 years. The length of your trial depends on the elasticity of your faith. “He that wavers is like a wave of sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord” James 1: 6-7.
Deut 8:1-5 tells us that the Lord had deliberately put the Israelites though this trial of 40 years in the wilderness to test their faith in His word. Out of hundreds of thousands, only two passed the test and made it to the promised land. If your faith and trust in Him remain unshakable,  particularly, when passing through a tunnel of darkness and terrifying wilderness of storm, your trial shall be brief because the tempter - Satan hasn’t much time to waste on an unyielding faithful in Christ. 


Abraham was called out of Uri and made to pass through a wilderness of storm and terror for 25 years, His faith was conquered by a permissive will to father a child by Hagar (Ishmael) and there was great strife within the household. God kept His promise to make Abraham a father of many nations but did not lift the multi-generational and multi-religious discord that resulted from his action. A discord that is still actively ravaging even this terminal generation. Abraham learned his lesson that God is ever faithful with the promise when he got Isaac at 100. He became a man of immovable faith, by displaying flawless confidence when God commanded him to sacrifice Isaac even through the command might humanly appear psychiatric. He knew that “far be it from God, that He should do wickedness, and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity” Job 34:10. Abraham obeyed and became a friend of God and a beacon of eternal blessing.

“I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.” Isaiah. 45:19.
 “Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of earth: for I am God and there is none else.” Is 45:22.The faithful God who does not repent of his words is saying on oath that He has called you to give you deliverance, peace,  blessing and above all, Salvation. You have not been invited to seek God in vain, the promised land of honey and milk is placed before you by His faithful covenant, but the red seas and the terrifying wilderness must be crossed to prove yourself worthy of the grace of His covenant, and to be counted among His own. 

The Patriarch, Joseph, son of Jacob, received God’s promise in a dream – a covenant of primeministership, but he was made to pass through that stormy tunnel of trial. In the wilderness of Dothan, he was thrown into a pit, by his brothers and subsequently sold in slavery to the Ishmaelites. (Gen 37) who eventually sold him to Potiphar, an officer of King Pharaoh. There, Satan, operating through Potiphar’s wife, offered him and irresistible sweet and appealing apple of sin, which indeed was a forbidden fruit of death. “Lie with me” she said unto Joseph. Gen 39: 7-9, but Joseph replied “how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” Joseph was flattered, enticed and ambushed by this officer’s wife, but he escaped them all. His uncompromising choice of the fear of God got him into jail. “Thou, which hast showed me great and sore troubles, shall quicken me again, and shall bring me up again from the depths of the earth. Thou shall increase my greatness and comfort me on every side.” Psm 71:20-21. These were the words of David, but most probably the lamentation of Joseph in jail. The good Lord was ever faithful to His word – for Joseph was taken out of jail and enthroned as the prime minister of Egypt to rejoice in the glories of the promised land.  “And pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee (Joseph) shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” Gen 41:44

The way of Yahweh, the Almighty God and King of the Universe who is boundless in righteousness and incomprehensible in mystery has not changed. Jesus Christ is the only way of Yahweh. He has not changed the message of God the Father, In Matt. 7:7, He says, “Ask and it shall be given you, Seek and ye shall find, and knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Furthermore, He says in Matth: 11:28 “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”. But listen to the proviso in Luke 14: 26-27, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” The initial Disciples of Christ were twelve; seventy others who saw his wonders and miracles were appointed and commissioned. (Luke 10:1) but while passing the wilderness of storm, the entire 70 withdrew. John 6: 64-66. I advise you today to stop running after cheap gospel of miracles and abundance for they are all products of deception for unbelievers and the unstable in faith.

Sometimes the Lord also uses life storm or even hurricane to return believers to the right track of godliness. Some difficulties are meant to blow away all distraction so that we can focus our attention on the Lord. Other tempests break our worldly mold so that we can be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. Our personal pleasure is not the top priority. God’s primary concern is to shape a wise and obedient servant who loves Him.
 For example, the Biblical King David made destructively wrong choices for which God allowed cleaning storms into his life. Taking some time off when his nation was at war and staying at the palace probably appeared to be a harmless decision – one of the perks of being King. Fantasizing about Bathsheba and requesting her presence in the King’s bedroom seemed like a pathway to pleasure. Instead, those choices led to death, sword in the household of Jacob and the Lord’s demand for an accounting (2 Sam. 12:1-12). Like King David, we may consider the company we keep, the places we go and the choices we make as relatively harmless. But later on, after having succumbed to temptation, we are filled with regret. This painful judgment of God drove the second King of United Israel back to the center of God’s will. We might consider the Lord’s judgment too harsh but David would disagree. He confessed in Psalm 119: 67, 71 “Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep your word…It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn your statutes”.
Brethren in the Lord, when you are passing through a terrifying wilderness of storm, you should reflect on God’s purpose and plan for your life. It is either to punish your disobedience and return you back to the path of salvation, or to grow and firm-up your faith to get you into the promised land of this world and bring you into the citizenship of the eternal Household of God. Don’t be resentful, bitter or unrepentant when the Lord smacks you, for there lies eternal doom and condemnation.

Remember that if we sin willfully after we have received he knowledge of the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sins but a fearful and terrifying torture, scotching, physical, mental and emotional agony and burning in an everlasting lake of fire. Heb. 10:26.
Today, hearken to the gospel, accept Jesus Christ into your life, worship God in truth and spirit, keep the commandments of God and withdraw from all works of darkness such as idolatry, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, murder, stealing, lying, false witnessing, anger, pride, covetousness, etc for which a consuming judgment is reserved.

ASE Joseph O Olorunnisola.
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