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Promoting His Kingdom
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this." Is. 9 .vs. 6-7.
The immaculate conception of Jesus validated the authority of his lordship, the great Star that emerged from the East to herald His birth and lead the three wise men to the manger confirmed His everlasting Kingship.  Yet He was wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, a clear declaration,  that his government is not that of materialism, greed, wealth and pride but of purity, peace, joy and profound humility.

The birth of Jesus marks the conception of the Church: a body consecrated, preserved and prepared for the Messianic kingdom.  His lifestyle, mindsets and teachings provide the roadmap for the church.  The following of Christ is therefore not simply the most important thing in life, it is the only thing.  It is literally a matter of eternal life and death.

We are reminded at every Christmas that a Kingdom already prepared is in the waiting.  Unlike the kingdom of this current world that is totally saturated with corruption, greed, materialism, woes, catastrophe, misery, fear, violence, sickness and death, the Messianic Kingdom  in the waiting is a Kingdom that is drenched in light of total righteousness, justice, peace, love, perfect health, and abundance of every good thing: an everlasting life under the Kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is therefore compelling for believers - the body of Christ to maintain a clear focus towards life's end; appreciating the fact that when you leave this world you will take with you nothing that you have received.  Fading symbols of honor, worthless worldly titles, temporal political powers, financial fame, riches e.t.c.  But only what  you have given; a pure heart that is  enriched by honest service, love, charity, sacrifice, faith, humility and courage.

All things pass. Glory fades. Nature groans in severe distress. The day of the Lord is at hand, and with it will come the end of the entire created order. And yet most of us live with our eyes fixed on this passing world only, rather than on the everlasting world to come. Preoccupied with earthly  pleasure and cares, we ignore our eternal destiny.
But how can the body of Christ maintain exclusivity of focus on life's -end when we are still living in the world that is under heavy siege of knowledge explosion, the evolving technology that outpaces our ability to cope, the volatile rise and fall in the capital, financial, commodity, gas and derivatives markets; the precarious weather situation and global economic, financial and natural woes?

Amidst these  global upheavals and confusion, Christians are assured of a glorious determined end and a life that will be satisfied with every good thing, provided our faith remains unshaken in Him.  We are required to live by faith and not by religion.  Living by faith consists of constantly redefining and reaffirming our identity with Christ, measuring our lifestyles and mindsets against His, and not measuring ourselves with Church dogmas and religious heroes. The night is far spent, the day is at hand!!!
"If you were of the world, the world would love its own.  Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore, the world hates you." John 15 vs. 19.  A Christian is in the world but not of the world.  To be in the world but not of the world implies that a Christian is not influenced and intimidated by the values and undulations of the world. If believers are not of the world then a critique of our culture is important regularly in the light of the gospel, if the church of Jesus Christ is to preserve a coherent sense of itself in a world that is torn and tearing.  Unless the church/Body of Christ develops a strong counter attack to the current drift into  materialism, self indulgence and indiscipline, Christians will merely adapt to the  secular environment in a tragic distortion of the gospel in which the words of our Lord Jesus Christ are reinvented and reinterpreted to mean anything, everything and nothing.

As we celebrate this Christmas, our consciousness is called to the end of the church age which is already at the door.  Believers, as the legs, hands, ears and eyes of Christ on earth are required to intensify efforts in promoting His kingdom  through sound doctrines to the pervasive world and exemplary godly lifestyle. We should be in a  state of full preparedness for rapture at the blow of the trumpet. It is a clarion call- take it serious.
The Church of Christ should put off the virus and wrinkles currently infecting deep into the body of believers.  The reckless and ruthless pursuit of wealth and ungodly indoctrination of the minds of feeble believers with the gospel of abundance and cheap miracles.  Success of Church ministries are now evaluated by the size of their budgets, the size of the congregation, the trendy and faddish appeal of the pastors and their  wealth.   Believers worth are now measured in dollars possessed, the size and geographical location of their homes, the quantity and quality of their automobiles and the array of trinkets, gadgets and other substance of worldly comfort.

      Promiscuity and marital infidelity are now the norm being celebrated and decorated with honors in most houses of worship.  Sexual immorality is now strongly legitimized and embraced by a culture that has apparently reduced the warning of Jesus to a fable and stone-age  tale.  Preaching against sexual immorality is ridiculed by church goers as mockery of civilization.  Why not, everyone should have fun, and have a good time!!

    In-fighting, hatred, bitterness, envy and malice have also been packaged by Satan as choice chocolate for a number of Churches, tearing the body of Christ apart.  Unless believers make a determined effort to remove these wrinkles, the awaited, amazing and glorious kingdom of glory may elude many.  Ready for rapture? You are warned!!!
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